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Thank you, Bev…
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Concrete: It’s All About Luck

You always have to try try to position yourself to get lucky…

The harder you work, the luckier you get

Miller and Long, KCE Structural Engineers, PC, Martin Middlebrook and Louie, Conco
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World of Concrete

ASCC booth…~2017
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The ASCC Dream Team:  Bruce Suprenant…Ward Malisch…Bev Garnant
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Prime directive: 

Safety First!
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What is ASCC? Have fun!
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Thanks to Bruce…

It is possible to mix safety and 

humor…

Huge stuffed pig…along with a  

bike safety manual…
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Concrete is a natural 

product…
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Current supply 

chain 

conditions…
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Exposed concrete basement 

wall...high-end residence...

The homeowner wants to know 

why his walls are a study in 

mottled blue and grey...

Slag “greening” effect…normal and temporary
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Back in the days of slide rules and IBM punch cards…

1.4D + 1.7L = U

Why?   Concrete is a natural product
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Use your experience to help 

others see the light…
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A Study in Two 

Classics…

Bruce Style…

“Plywood Palace”
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Look again!...

“You gotta cure 

claustrophobia…”

Bruce says “Always 

think outside the 

box…”
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“Tower of Shadows”...Chandigarh, India  

Le Corbusier: “City Planner”… personally 

oversaw construction at the jobsite.  He 

wanted the concrete to be as-cast, “warts 

and all”...there are accounts that say Le 

Corbusier often berated the concrete 

contractor for stripping formwork and then 

patching the surfaces…   

A Study in Two Classics…Bruce Style

Let’s look inside…
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Sure enough…as-cast finish…ACI Class B, perhaps…

Formwork design is first-rate…

Classic exposed concrete masterpiece…

Bruce says…look again!
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Another classic beauty…textbook curling 

crack field pattern…
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Photo by Rod Rankine, Pr Eng

Walvis Bay, 

Namibia...

Rare rainfall...in one 

of the driest places 

on earth...
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Classic case of 

curling…
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Fan mail from South Africa…
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Hotel Casa TO

Puerto Escondido, Mexico

Photo credit: designboom

Jaime Navarro Photography



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

Obviously the Owner agreed 

with the Lombardi rule…
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1355 Market Street         

San Francisco

BFF concrete placed in 

1937

Pictured: Rahul Ligma, Elon Musk, David Johnson...at 

Twitter HQ
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ASCC Position Statements

Collaboration
Among disciplines in the 

design office…

Among trades in the field…

Concrete International

Articles…ACI Q&A
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Collaboration with ACI

ACI/ASCC Committee 117: Tolerances
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Collaboration

Among trades to benefit 

the Owner
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Tolerance incompatibility between steel 

and concrete
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Collaboration…

Anchor bolt tolerances

ASCC…ACI…AISC
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“Dear Concrete Contractor:

See attached sheet titled “Floor 

Flatness Survey” conducted using 

a laser scanner...

Now you owe us cash...to be 

deducted from your retention...”

Signed, Your GC

Actual case study...
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ASCC Laser 

Scanning 

Study
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“Heat map” presentation 
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F-number presentation
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Lesson #1 in reading architectural 

drawings…

Always check the deflected ceiling 

plan…
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ACI 117-10

ACI 301-20

AIA A201-2017
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Collaboration…

The system worked!!
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Here’s a shocker…

ENR cover feature…

So 23 years ago, construction 

documents were flaky…
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Meanwhile…

Back in 1886…
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Meanwhile…in 2023



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

Bruce Suprenant…

Kickin’ ass…leaving footprints
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