
Always Advancing Requires Code 

Advocacy by You!

Advocacy and Outreach

Kerry Sutton, P.E. LEED AP – Code Advocacy Engineer



Learning Objectives

• Identify model code and state code development 

advocacy and outreach roles

• Identify opportunities for ACI members

• Identify resources for ACI Members



Southern California Chapter- ACI

…stimulate participation and interest in the 

programs of ACI, including educating local 

authorities and organizations on the value of 

referencing the ACI Building Code in the 

concrete portions of their local building codes.
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Southern California Chapter- ACI



• Codes 

• Specifications  

• Reports and Guides 

• References

• Annual Manual of 

Concrete Practice

More than 400 technical 

documents, including:

24

>40



• Aggregate Testing

• Cement Testing

• Field Concrete Testing

• Laboratory Concrete Testing

• Masonry Testing

• Concrete Anchor Installation Inspection

• Concrete Construction Inspection

• Nondestructive Testing

• Shotcrete Inspection

• Adhesive Anchor Installation

• Concrete Flatwork Finishing

• Concrete Foundation

• Concrete Quality Management

• Shotcrete Construction

• Tilt-Up Concrete Construction

Certification Programs
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1. Get ACI standards and programs referenced in 

the general building codes 

2. Remove provisions in the building code already 

addressed in ACI standards

3. Keep references current

4. Update existing standards and develop new ones

Strategies of Code Advocacy



Why should you participate?

• The Public Good

Safety

Health 

Welfare

• Industry 

Expectations

Costs



Referencing ACI Documents

• ACI Code Requirements referenced in the 

Model Building Codes

• Model Building Codes serve as basis for 

General Building Codes

• General Building Codes are the adopted legal 

documents of the Authority Having Jurisdiction



ACI Code Advocacy Portal 
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ACI Code Advocacy Portal 
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Things You Can Do Locally



Regional and Local Differences

Climate

Demographics



Statewide Codes – Commercial Buildings

AL

HI

Color Key

Mandatory

Permissive

None

Unique
Source: www.ibhs.org last visited 2020

http://www.ibhs.org/


Statewide Codes 

AL

HI

Color Key

Mandatory

Permissive

None

Unique
Source: www.ibhs.org last visited 2020

Arizona 

Codes are adopted locally; codes below may not 
apply at the local level. 
•2018 International Building Code
•2009 International Energy Conservation Code
•2018 International Fire Code
•2018 International Fuel Gas Code
•2018 International Mechanical Code
•2018 International Plumbing Code
•2018 International Private Sewage Disposal Code
•2009 International Residential Code

ICC website information.

http://www.ibhs.org/


Statewide Codes 

AL

HI

Color Key

Mandatory

Permissive

None

Unique
Source: www.ibhs.org last visited 2020

South Carolina

The adopted modifications and the mandatory codes are as 

follows. Adopted and Enforced Statewide:

• 2021 South Carolina Building Code or the 

2021International Building Code with SC modifications 

• 2021 South Carolina Residential Code or the 2021 

International Residential Code with SC modifications 

• 2021 South Carolina Fire Code or the 2021 International 

Fire Code with SC modifications 

• 2021 South Carolina Plumbing Code or the 2021 

International Plumbing Code with SC modifications 

• 2021 South Carolina Mechanical Code or the 2021 

International Mechanical Code with SC modifications 

• 2021 South Carolina Fuel Gas Code or the 2021 

International Fuel Gas Code with SC modifications 

• 2020 National Electrical Code (NFPA 70) with SC 

modifications 2009 International Energy Conservation 

Code (Energy Standard Act)

ICC website information.

http://www.ibhs.org/


Current ACI Priorities – State/Local Level

• Adopt current ACI codes

• Adoption by reference, Ex: ACI 562 Code Requirements for 

Assessment, Repair, and Rehabilitation of Existing Concrete 

Structures.

• Remove duplicative language

• Explore opportunities for referencing: 
ACI CODE 122.1 Thermal Bridge Mitigation for Buildings Having Concrete and 

Masonry Walls and Masonry Veneer 

ACI CODE 440.11 Structural Concrete Buildings Reinforced Internally with Fiber 

Reinforced Polymer (FRP) Bars

• Add requirements for certified personnel 



1) Fact Finding

2) Case Studies

3) Relationships

4) Proposal 

Development

5) Proponent/Co-Proponent

6) Testify

7) Public Comments

8) New Standards

8 Ke 8 Key Things ACI Members Can Do



Making It Easier – ACI Resources

• Position Statements

• Advocacy Collaboration Group pages

• Advocacy Portals - Description of Standard 

Adoption

• Social Media - LinkedIn

https://www.concrete.org/aboutaci/positionstatements.aspx
https://www.concrete.org/committees/directoryofcommittees/acommitteehome.aspx?committee_code=C00SIC00
https://www.concrete.org/publications/technicaldocuments.aspx.aspx
https://www.concrete.org/publications/technicaldocuments.aspx.aspx
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13602439/


Current ACI Position Statements

Current Codes New Standards

ACI Standards ACI Chapters

Certification Programs Construction Volume

Concrete Knowledge Public Good

Enhanced Resilience Workforce Development

Sustainability Carbon Neutrality

Professional Societies Engineering Curricula



Position Statements



Advocacy Collaboration Group pages



Code Advocacy Collaboration Groups



State Initiatives - Example

• North Carolina Code Advocacy Group

Doug Allen

Bill Brickley

Tim Cook

Jackie Flemming

Bill Horne

Jeff Jezzard

Chris Johnson

Kenny Johnson

Cecil Jones

Keith Kesner

Eric Koehler

Mark Lemay

Kenneth Lozen

Calvin McCall

John McDougall

Matt Miltenberger

Tien Peng

Sami Rizkalla

Randy Shackelford

Caroline Sutton

Dave Tepke

David Whitmore

Kerry Sutton

Steve Szoke



State Initiatives - Example

• North Carolina Code Advocacy Group Success:

• Amendment to the 2018 NC Existing Building Code 

to reference ACI 562 Repair Code. Effective date: 

1/1/2021

• Initiated discussion with the NC Building Code 

Council (BCC) and the NC SEA on references for 

ACI Certifications in the NC Building Code. 

• Ongoing education opportunities with NC Building 

Officials Association and NC State Construction 

Office.

• Developed relationship and credibility with the NC 

BCC. 



Code Advocacy and Outreach - Portals
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Description of Standard Adoptions

• Web resources – Code Advocacy Portal 

•

• ACI Chapter Talk

Code Advocacy and Outreach



Building Officials Webinar Series

• Web resources – Building Officials Portal 



LinkedIn



General Advocacy and Outreach

• Establish ACI as a resource

Educate officials

Alert officials to ACI resources

• Create general awareness

Attend ICC Chapter meetings

Build relationships

Share information

• Support ICC Building Safety Month

• Update and develop new ACI standards



Please help your Institute achieve its 

mission

Kerry Sutton

Code Advocacy Engineer

kerry.sutton@concrete.org

By applying some of your 

time, talent and treasure…

mailto:kerry.sutton@concrete.org
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