%TEXAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

Documenting Concrete History: A Tribute to Luke and Billie Snell

Amer 1 c a’ Gondtele Gieestt

1891 - GOLDEN JUBILEE - 1941 | f /11 1 The construction, legacy and hype of
of First Concrete Pavement Iense George W. Barthol
in America 5 =
Bl e, OLIO . ' 7 -l B ACI Concrete Convention
EEAL FLT A Baltimore, Maryland
27 October 2025

W. James Wilde, Ph.D., P.E.wmn)
Texas State University

4

1941 Postcard

(ACi* cONCRETE
CONVENTION

THE WORLD'S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE




‘* TEXAS STATE *
UNIVERSITY

Amer |1 ¢ a’ GondieleGtrestt

Thank you Luke and Billie Snell!

Concrete Construction Resource Unit (CCRU) 0
and a Professor of Construction at Southern

FACI Luke M. Snell is the Director of the ' "0 N 6\\«Q £~} }J
lllinois University, Edwardsville, lII. (SIUE). ) " {(1/

He is a member of ACI’s Board of Direction, |
and a current and former member of several | _

technical and educational committees. He /
has been on the faculty at Edwardsville for ,_/

more than 20 years.

J
Billie G. Snell is a teacher, educational ' \
consultant, and a researcher in the
Concrete Construction Resource Unit at
SIUE. She is also an ACI Missouri Chapter gl
member and the ACI Missouri Chapter
newsletter editor.
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Court Ave, W J Wilde, May 2025; Inset: postcard ca. 1900

(@Ci® cONCRETE
THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE CONVENTION




-*TEXAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

- ]
Amer il Cc a

L

s Ol de st Concret e

. -
.,
v -
S
AR N
Ll —

OLDEST CONCRET] .\”\)”7 -~/ :
= ET In

1291

Court Ave, W J Wilde, May 2025

(@Ci® cONCRETE
THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE CONVENTION




%TEXAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

7 ;
R o
. o

...................

7

<« -,
5 = "':.'3& 3
- -.—.-:i_z". .

< Af , : ’,& S :_:.:’_Ifé-;‘;-:::j ‘ L 2 i : :
Logan County Historical Society = Nevada State Journal, 31 May 1941 Facebook, claims to be from 1891 Court Ave Statue, 1991

Bellefontaine, Ohio
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Who was George W. Bartholomew, Jr.?
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George Wells Bartholomew, Jr.

A Born 24 August 1848, in Bristol, Connecticut

A Son of a Clockmaker
A Learned cement making in Germany and San

Antonio, Texas

E. and G. W. Bartholomew
Shelf Clock, about 1820
Smithsonian Institution,
National Museum of American
History
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George Wells Bartholomew, Jr.

ABy 1884, a prominent
Austin, Texas’

A Wrote and published a 750-page genealogy of
the Bartholomew family
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The Touriaal and Conrvier.
Dm:;-nn\(‘hm; e Crry, 12
cENTS A Wenx, 42 Cxxrs o Moxts, $5.00 A

Year. Toex Same ' Ummuws By Mair.

—_—

Thursday, Sej'tember 4, 1884,

mﬂﬂw_-_?_' REUNION

At Stony Oreek, Sejytember 3rd, 1884
A Very Successf nl AfMair~Spocches
and Somng—"The iWistorical Address
-The Bartholomew  Amncestry.

A reunion of the Bart!hclomew family took
place yesterday at Stony Creek, Branford,
and was a very successful affair. Cennecti-
cut has a large represemiation of the Bar-
tholomew family and New Hayen county has
many families of the name. The town of
Branford has a special historical interest for
the Bartholomew family as is told below.
The rennion was held at Frink's Indian Point
Houss where the reunion of the family of
1882 was held. There were about 125 per-
sons at the dinner and many States in the
Union were represented, some of the visitors
having come hundreds of miles to attend.
In a conspicuous place at the hotel engrav-
ings of prominent members of the family
were displayed. Among these were the fol-
lowing: The late J. H. Bartholomew, presi-
dent of the Derby milroad, who resided dur-
ing the summers in this vicinity in a hand-
some cottage; General Thomas L. Bartholo-
mew, an officer in the late war; Prof. William
W. Bartholomew, the paiater and publisher,
Boston; Erastus B, Bartholomew, one of the
fathers of printing in this country;George W.
Bartbolomew, of*Bristol, Ct., now in his 80th
year, but who would pass for a man of 60,
hale, active and energetic, and who was one
of the pioneers in clock manufscturing in
this conntry; W. W. Bartholomew, a promi-
nent pork packer of Burry, Pike Co., Illinois,
having & branch wholesale house in Meriden,

Ct.; George W n promis

Bartholomew, jr.,
nent dealer in  hax >
and anthor of the genaclogy of the Bartholo.
mew family, & valuasble work of 750 pages,
now being published in Salem, Mass. There
was also 10 be seen a view of the Bartholo-

mew manor house at Westallhill, Burford,

ware Austin, Texas

B esldamd iha harma nf tha Rastlanlnenews Ffernas

E? g
Bgiet |

i

tem
scenic and
of the art has been attained.
no American nams has been written
that of Edward Sheffield Bartholomew, of
whom it has been said no one of his years,
since the ancient Greeks, produced finer
work, of which the collection of figures and
busts and works in bas-relief in the Bartholo-
mew gallery of the Wadsworth Athenmeum at
Hegetford ndantly testifies. As hﬁh- |
tors in many States of this Union they have
left the stamp of statesman and lawgiver on
their works. In times of great commotion,
when ots were needed, men of our clan
have always bgen found well to the front.
When kingly ve encroached upon |
the rights of the subject, nnder the protest’
you will find written, in bold letters, our
name, When colonial schemes were abonti
to fuil for want of financisl support our
name was all powerful. When legislators,
in their enactments, were inclined to  be ar- |
bi and on the civil and |
ions t of the individnal, youn find men of
our name protasting that the legislative ser-
vant is not master. In every danger and ‘
emergency, from early colonial life down,
when the savage war whoop mademany a
cheek to blanch, when resistance to taxation
without representation gave us Bunker
Hill, Le on, Concord, Sarstoga and
Yorktown: when in 1812 our navy establish-
ol thes Freendeam nif the hich seans and asoain
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George Wells Bartholomew, Jr.

A By 1886, had moved to Bellefontaine, Ohio to 4. . M, Phcte., Belejonteine, 191,
| 1 v e near ““al mos-t p ur e PUBLIC SQUARE, BELLEFONTAINE.
and clay, the main ingredients for the Historical Collections of Ohio, Henry Howe, 1904

production of cement
A Founded the Buckeye Portland Cement
Company and a new town “Marl City, Ohi
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George Wells Bartholomew, Jr.

Aln 1891 he built the
US.

A By 1910 he had moved to Colorado and ;
worked for the Colorado Portland Cement On display at the Logan County Historical Society, May 2025
Company. -
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Construction

A In 1891 the Bellefontaine city council
approved a test section — an 8-ft wide
strip of concrete next to the hitching
posts

A After the success of the test, the
council approved building the streets
around the courthouse with concrete

A BUT only if Bartholomew would post a
$5, 000 bond and “war
pavement for 5 years

Ohio Department of Industrial and Economic Development, 1939
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‘% UMV ERSITY Hecklers were wrong jeering inventor of lst concrete street
ol A e ey Ak R ¢ - v

that emanated from the oty re  forms i two steps ~ an initial &
mains today as s mosument - inch deep base, and a second 24nch
he first concrete street in Ameri:  wearing level Bartholomew knew
o horses woald (all 00 a slick serface,
In 189, Bellefortaine Oty Coun- %0 the wel concrele was scored,
ol ordered four streets bordering  giving & a dimple-cffect for surer
the courthouse to be paved, and  footing

( :Onstructlon asked George ¥, Borthalomew fo By WA, Court Aversue and Opers
undertake the project, provided he  Street wore completed, with Colus.
submit 0 0000 premissory boad  bus and Main streets completed (e

and wxsyine persanal Tolbowing yoar

A Some residents were sure the oot e v s Y S
o A y delcgation trom Philadeiphi
concrete paveme n:d== a0 egen

- - MWy Rt By e e
, TME FIRST CONCRETE siroet in Ameri:  Conatruction during e 19408 j0 three of mew, Nad 1o submil, unnecessarily, &

IaSt three days mUCh IeSS f|Ve :Tu.:LM-‘n:dnlt Z"Lm.&","ﬁ."é'g": ca still appears much a3 11 did when bUIll e ofner streets revealed no funchional 15,000 guarantee bond that The street would
1 ul(th\ml-v_ ﬂ“ﬂ'&”ﬁm In the late \B%0s, after years of traffic.  gefects, The inventor, George W, Bartholo-  last five years. It has lasted nearly %0

sidenls sad dont weuld i e Do on And the bager i st e et Bartholew had lo oo Duthing, bot the concrete sreets ment of underlying gravel caused

years under the constant e ot g e D et T G o B o e S o o o b, Dot

. obel r Bet the held L bles were l-u:nbvun:: :.’:h&::c‘:-‘-uuum A Syear restoration lestival, beld u;u-u-_

pounding of hor s €mSecw=rQudefnEr fEalallrd Sufmirnmrg it o i i e o e

strests surrending the courhouse.  CosM, withetund to protect the surface from scaling . bags contained the same mistare i this century that has practioally  trucks, bicycles, and the beatings.

St ee | W a on Wh e e.L. 3 potnds pie syvers Inch, k. or L heestie trelelags wnd 2 the Porlnd Cent. bt clo oo dtance © 0w datant n e, v bucse

o o . % 1t was was s werv )y Sagun.. Conant

A o g o e e A s e e A T i 3 e

Under the taunts of a dally ¢ 0 WUheLima[ohio]News, 6 March 1983

of hecklers, workers began

[construction] on streets
surrounding the courthouse.
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ABase course (“Port]l
base”)
A 4 inch thickness
Al1%” max size aggr ¢
A 0.60 w/c

A Wearing surface
A 2 inch thickness

A L ma X S| ze aggregat e Luke and Billie Snell, Concrete International, March 2002
A 0.45 wic
A Sand, stone, cement and water dumped i

Into a pile, mixed with hand-powered
screw mixers and tamped into the forms

(@ci® cONCRETE,
CONVENTION
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Construction

NYVIORANY

ON] ONLLSE]

ONIHFINIONT

A This method of construction entrapped

about 8% air (2018 petrography suggests
that 4. 3% ai rsiwas” )

A Cured by continuous wetting of a 2-inch
sand layer for one week

A Cores taken in the late 20t century
Indicated a compressive strength about

5,000 psi Blake Lemcke / American Engineering Testing
69t Highway Geology Symposium, September 2018
g
1 R
‘aCl¥ CONCRETE 4%
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Construction

A Placed in strips 5 ft wide, extending the full length of
the block, with tar paper between strips

A Cut into blocks 5 ft square

A No expansion joints were used

A“After thoroughly tamping
water and given a smooth sidewalk finish with a steel

tr owel "

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE fadi '\,' v W J Wilde, May 2025
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Construction

A Workers earned $1.25 per day

A The total cost of the streets on the
block around the courthouse was
about $9,000 — less than the cost of
brick

A Unit cost was about $2.25 per square
yard

A Over the next 50 years maintenance
and patching cost a total of $1,400

Ohio Department of Industrial and Economic Development, 1939

>
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Awards and Recognition °
'©
A 1893: Bartholomew was honored at the World Columbian %
Exposition in Chicago for “Fifst Pl
Technol ogy: Advancement 1| n l ng

competition with the biggest producers from Europe
A 1894: The first gasoline powered vehicle drove on Court
Avenue

T
Logan County Historical Soc%ty,
<

>
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APPLIANCE FOR MANUFACTURING CEMENT,
BE. |

rApplisation Hled Ocs. 11, 18

Awards and Recognition

A1900: Granted Patent 641,
Manufacturing Cement

A19009: JournalP@tekdings Vol. 5, Issue 1 J.H.
Chubb recognized Court Ave. as the first concrete street in
the US

i & aridond
SSONSTEN = B e)
%ﬂt 2 ::?'?'Me,.of ?‘é @@@#_ﬂ;ﬂg Etormey ﬂ;%ﬁ‘w
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Awards and Recognition

A1912:
usef ul
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JONITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

;/BEDEEICE W. BROWN, OF FLORENCE, AND GEORGE W. BARTHOLOMEW, OF DENVER,
|'r COLORADO. .

HYDRAULIC CEMENT.

1,020,124,
No Drawing.

To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that we, Freoperick W.
Browx, of Florence, and Grorce W. Bar-
THOLOMEW, of Denver, in the counties of

5 Fremont and Denver and State of Colorado,
have invented ecertain new and useful ITm-
rovements in Hydraulic Cement; and we

o hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exaect description of the inven-

10 tion, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to a new and im-
proved hydraulic cement and the process of

15 producing hydraulic cement from a mixture
of suitable highly basic iron slag, sulfate
of lime, Portland cement and chlorate of
caleium,

Hydraulic cement iz usually manufac-

20 tured by mixing clay and carbonate of lime
in such proportions that after calecination
the resulting compound will eontain about
fifty to sixty-four parts of lime, twenty-
two to twent-ymighEﬂparts silica; six to ten

25 parts alumina andthree to five parts iron
with minute parts of soda, pota
furie acid.

and sul-

1,020, 124
Hydraul i c

(@ci® cONCRETE
CONVENTION

Bpecification of Letters Patent.
Application filed December 22, 1908. Serial No. 468,740,

Patented Mar. 12,1912,

combination produced from the mixture and
treatment proposed.

The method iz to mix and grind highl
basic_molten slag. or slag that has Eeen
Thoroughly _c_!u”lza,_iu._wnter, .air_or other- 40

wise, with two ard one-half to twenty per
cent. of sulfate of lime, two to fifty per

cent. of Portland cement and one to ten per~"

cent. of Chlorate O calcitim.

Having Tully described our invention 45
what we claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters-Patent, is—

1. A composition of matter resulting from
the mixture of slag, cemient, chlorate of
calciuni- and-saltfite of 11ME in the propor- 50
tiofis substantially as specified.

2. A composition of matter resulting from
the mixture of chilled furnace slag, hy-
draulic cement, chlorate of calcium and sul-
fate of lime, in the proportions substantially 55
as specified.

In testimony whereof, we have signed this
specification- in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

FREDERICK W. BROWN.
GEORGE W. BARTHOLOMEW.

f or “

certai
Cement "y ®

n



The Hype

A 1941:
A 1962:
A 1976:
A 1991:
A 2002:
A 2016:
A 2017:
A 2025:

Golden Jubilee
Renovation/Restoration/Rededication
Historic Civil Engineering Landmark
100" Anniversary

Luke and Billie Snell CI Article

125" Anniversary

Test strip replica ceremony

Present day
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By JIM MOPKINS
Pren State Editor
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1941 — Golden Jubilee

A Sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce

AAttended

WELTIRALLEY eiEvaAme o
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= BILLIIONTAINI. June
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the country
A Unveiling of a historic marker

A Commemorative ceremonies

A Speeches
A Parade

. |better roads movement in

9| brating
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1941 — Golden Jubilee

The Springfield News-Sun, 25 May 1941

111 - ]
A“Ohio’s ol dest
PAGE 8 SOCIETY SECTION THE SPRINGFIELD NEWS-SUN, SPRINGFIELD, OHIO. SUNDAY, MAY 25, 1941.‘

BELLEFONTAINE WILL STAGE GOLDEN JUBILEE ON JUNE 13 automobile rides smoothly

X % . over the natio

EVENT TO MARK 50 | ——r

YEARS FOR FIRST concrete pavernm
CONCRETE STREET

(ACI* cONCRETE sl
THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE CONVENTK)N
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1941 — Golden Jubilee

A Placed at the 1941 Jubilee
A Made of Atlas white cement
and Georgia white marble

A Contains a time capsule
with records and photos
from the Jubilee celebration

-
(ACi* cONCRETE E
CONVENTION

W.J Wilde, May 2075
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1941 — Golden Jubllee \.«/

OLDEST CONCRETE STREET

- g % IN AMERICA

A Sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce . _
“oo; . ay America's first concrete streets were those
A At t e n d e d b y I N d us t il a I \ wio ch® sucro indsd this court hc"tse. Con<re e
A, was first used in 1891 to provide an 8-foot
the Country J' o strip along Main Street where horses were
or- . . PR hitched. Two years later Court Avenue was
A Unvelllng Of a hIStO”C marker v paved with concrete made from native marl
i I ' supplied by the Buckeye Cement Company,
A Commemoratlve ceremonies 8 miles to’the northeast. This marker was
: erected in 1968 on the 75th anniversary

A SpeeCheS of the paving of Court Avenue.

A Parade , LoGAY, COUNTY. MISTORICAL SOCIETY |4

A Band contest

A Pageant with 300 performers

A “Scores of soci al even teﬁalc’)’rer.acpa.org,accessed 15 Sept 2025'

A 30,000 people £

AOhio’s governor delivered the dedicat

A Over 20 entrants competed to be crowned
“Concrete Queen”

. 5 ,.,'. o .

B
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1962 — Rededication

Bellefontaine Will

MRS, MARGARET FRASER
Y B e ey S ™ & e

nd
envis

wfolutionary ides in street plan [will annousce fiture pluns for theichairman of the standng com:| Barton, and William T. Freder

orjother pavement had to be re-|ber of Commerce office pitt; City of Beliefomtaine, Ken. D €, Portland Cement Associa

Lima News, 29 April 1962

Honor Oldest Concrete Street In U.S. sin

Usi
& tourist attraction and other city| The Committee for. Restoestion|fontaine Ares Chamber of Com [Jumsor Chamber of Commetrcs

planners came 1o view the rev-lof Oldest C:-Trm- in  Americalmerce are; James D. Askren Willam F Reese, Charles M

ning. celehration ax they progress with|mittee; and Robert J. Notestine|icks, Operative Plasters and Ce-

In 195 & water main broke|their program. The standing com.1Jr. Robert A. Thomas Jr. andiment Mason Intersational. Mau-
and undermined all of the pave [mittee will meet again  next|Chatles F. Simonin; Logan Coun-|rice Graham, Toledo, and Tham
ment except (ourt Street  The!Thursday, May 3rd in the Cham. ty Hutorcal Society, Wills Lag(as D, Tornbull, Washington,

.sudncad.ln»mg only Court St.| Standing commutees have been neth Hall city engineer. Phil § ton Pai De Naples and A §
in s '”‘l""_" condition [appoented representing (he Belle: |Church, snd Tom E HuNllrd:IMmtu:ur Codumbras

THE
LIMA DOWNTOWN

BUSINENS - ANSOCIATI

INVITES YOU TO SEF
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1962 _ Reded |Ca.t|0n Springfield News-Sun, 24 Aug 1962
Rushsylvania Coed, 19, Selected To Be Queen At Bellefontaine Festival

BELLEFONTAINE — A dark-|the

baired beauty from the small
Logan County village of Rushsyl-
vania became, in her own words,

the world” Thursday at the Lo
gan County Fair ceremonies
crooning her “Miss Concrete
Pavement.'

She Is Sally Willlams, 19, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Wil
lams of Rushsylvania. The new
queen Is a sophomore st the
Bowling Green University Col.
lege of Music and plans to teach
elementary music upon her grad-
uation. She Is a Rushsylvania
High School graduate.

Miss Williams was singled out

of seven candidates remaining
from a large fleld of girls that!

participated in preliminaries on
the opening day of the Fair last
Sunday.

After being crowned, Miss Wil-
llams assured a packed grand-

stand, that appeared happy with !

the Jjudges’ decision, that she
would “try to be the best queen
1 possibly can.”

Runners-up in Thursday’s con-
test were Suzanne Hilliker, Jane
Hufford, Judy Rose, Susan Traul,

Judy Heath and Sonja Sweeney. |

The new “Miss Concrete Pave-
ment” is to reign Saturday at a
rededication in Bellefontaine of

'of the pavement was marked
final lvestock judging event of
the Fair that saw John Fuller,
Jr., top all other competitors in
the open class steer show. Young
Fuller's grand champion Here-
ford steer had previously heen the
grand champion of the Fair's jun-
lor T-Bone Steer Show.

The 1l-year-old steer showman
Is the son of Mr, and Mrs. John
Fuller, He is a member of the
Mad River Livestock Growers
‘4-H Club led by James Logan
John calls his 1,000 pound steer
“Rowdy."

The reserve champion in both
the T-Bone show and open class
was a heavyweight Angus shown
by 15yearcld Barbara Smith,
Quincy, Route 1. She also placed
second in showmanship.

Other first place winners in the
T-Bone show were Peggy Webb,
Shorthorn; Gary Brackney, Here-
ford, and Richard Wildermuth,
Angus. Topping the beel show-
manship contest was Gary Brack-
ney.
| Jenifer Davis, Lewistown,
| brought her grand champion Hol-
!stem aged cow back to the ring
{to cop the grand championship
laover all hraade in tha fdoing of

Reserve champions were Bar-
bara Myers, Nancy Smith, Cindy
Staller, Jerry Robinson, Billy
Stokes, Beverly Powers, Sue Eby,
Dixie Grimes, Bobby Oliver and
' John Powers.
| Gene and Glenn Lovett, West
Liberty, Route 2, showed the
grand champlon penof-three
lambs in both the Junior Fair and
open class competition. Barbara
Smith, Quincy, Route 1, stood sec-

| Rir-Conditioned

SALLY WILLIAMS '_

{were Delores Myers and Dwight
Miller.,
Susan Fullerton showed both

‘ first concrete pavement in!vid Houser showed the reserve |Culp, Beth Rettig, Connle Pow- ond with the reserve champion
‘AMu.mM«mummimmmW ers, Tim Easton, Donna Powers
‘mmxmunmmmoiw‘mubymm and Larry Beaty.

i mer, Houser

“the most thrilled young lady in! The queen contest followed the ond.

pen

The grand champion pen-of-
three swine In the Junior Fair
market hog competition went to
Charles Hanger, Bellefonmtaine,
Route 4, Steve Montgomery,
Belle Center, had the reserve
champion pen

Top prices for this area were
paid In some categories for jun-
or division livestock at a Thurs-
day night auction at the Logan
County Fair
The grand champion steer

weighing 1000 pounds brought

|$1.95 per hundred for a total ol

$1.950, The reserve champion,
weighing 1,050 pounds, brought
$1 per pound for a net of $1050

The champion Shorthorn was
auctioned for 85 cents per pound
Weighing in at 1,000 pounds, the
animal brought $850. All were
purchased by the Logan County
Packing Co

The total weight of 69 steers
was 63.770 pounds, that netted
$22.747.70. This was for an avenr
age of $35.67 per 100 pounds

Selling price for lambs aver

|the grand and reserve champions |
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1962 — Rededication

A Miss Concrete Pavement pageant — 29
contestants

A Winner represented Logan County in Miss
Ohio

A Welcome address by Bellefontaine mayor

A Baton twirling contest

A 2 hour, 1.7-mile, 180 unit, 3,500 participant
parade — largest ever in Logan County

A Rededication program

A Miss Concrete Pavement sprinkled sand and
cement on the concrete street and then broke
a bottle of champagne over it.

A Attended by a 94-year-old worker from the
1891 construction

w2
T e
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All Categories v ( Search /I Advanced

e

| This item is out of stock.

Have one to sell? Sell now Share

Ebay, May 2025
THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

WAREHOUSE OUTLET STORE (32387)
99.5% positive - Seller's other items - Contact seller

"America's First Concrete Street”, Bellefontaine
Ohio, Souvenir Plate, #PLT-357

US $7.95

Condition: Used ®

“Previously owned vintage collector plate in very good condition with no visible
signs of damage or”... Read more

( © Add to Watchlist )

Shipping: US $13.20 USPS Ground Advantage®. See details

Located in: Mansfield, Ohio, United States

Delivery: Estimated between Tue, May 13 and Sat, May 17 to 78132 ®
Returns: 30 days returns. Buyer pays for return shipping. If you use an eBay
shipping label, it will be deducted from your refund amount.
See details
Payments: PayPal || venmo || G Pay || VISA ‘ DISCVER @
PayPal CREDIT

Special financing available. See terms and apply now

Earn up to 5x points when you use your eBay
Mastercard®. Learn more P

7 O\VJINCOCINL | O

CONVENTION




YK TEXAS STATE
1962 —
Rededication

|owesr |
R
| i-,

d,

Wilde, May 2025 ' explorer.acpa.org, accessed 15 Sept-26 — o we— e w—



YK TEXAS STATE
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Designation as a National Historic
Civil Engineering Landmark by the
American Society of Civil
Engineers

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE F lilde, May 2025
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1991 — 100t Anniversary

A Politicians

A Parade

A Dinner for 300

A ACPA Representatives — Marlin J. Knutson

Zanesville Times Recorder, 6 October 1991

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CO

Bellefontaine hosts
paving centennial

By SARA STEPHENS
Special to The
Sunday Times Recorder

BELLEFONTAINE, Ohio — A
celebration of the Centennial of
Concrete Pavement is a;:ﬂmed
Salm'daoli Oct. 12, in efon-
mRn:fxew‘:i tives of America

tatives m n

Concrete Pavement Association

(ACPA) will join officials of Bel-

jefontaine and Logan County,

Ohio, to recognize this milestone

in history.

An old-fashioned parade is
and a concrete statue of
Bartholomew, inventor

of concrete pavement, will be
placed on Court Street, which
will be permanently closed to
traffic and turned into a pedest-
rian mall.

In preparation for the celebra-
tion, the Ohio Valley chapter of
ACPA has restored the nation’s
First Concrete Street to its origi-
nal a rance.

One hundred years ago Bartho-

lomew posted a $5,000 bond to

guarantee his new concrete
pavement would last five years.

The pavement out-lasted the
inventor and the innovative pro-
cess changed the map of the
nation.

It was in 1891 when Bartho-
lomew, certain that tl:o:umte v{n
a superior material for paving
streets, convinced the Bellefon-

concrete.
The original concrete pave-
ment on Court Avenue has been

lasted for a century," Knutson
said. “It is an effective demon-
stration of both the durability of
concrete pavement and its value.

‘‘Although construction
methods for concrete roads have
improved dramatically in the
past 100 years, one thing hasn't
cha — the durability and
reliability of concrete roads,” he
adds.

Today, sections of the federal
interstate highway system built
in the 19508, with a life expec-
tancy of 20 years, are still in
service and carrying loads three
times their design requirements.

And even though two-lane
roads built in the 1930s are too
narrow to handle modern trucks
and automobiles efficiently,
many still carry traffic.

History of highways

Until the early 20th century
most roads in the United States
were crude at best, frequentl
little more than enlarged trai
between settlements and often
simply a means of access o a
nearby wharf or railroad.

Prior to the War of 1812, most
travel was on foot or on horse-
back, Until paving became wide-
spread, most roads were impas-
able in wet weather.

ladel and Lancaster, Pa..

This privately constructed,
¢62-mile road was surfaced with
broken stone and gravel.

1891 — Main Street in Bellefon-
taine, Ohio, a 220-foot long,
10-foot wide section, was paved
with concrete to demonstrate the
suitablity of “‘artificial stone"”
for street surfaces.

The test was successful and
businessmen petitioned to have
the entire courthouse square

paved,

Court and ra streels were
enmxleted in 1893 while Colum-
bus Avenue and the remainder of
Main Street were paved in 180,

Court Street has been in conti-
nuous use since it was paved and
is recognized in the National Re-
gister of Historic Places as the
oldest concrete street in
America

1893 — Wooster Pike in Cuy-
nlﬁu County, Ohio, near Cleve-
land, & four-mile section of old
stage route (now Route 42), was

Court Street in Bellefontaine, Ohio, is being con-
verted fo a pedestrian mall in connection with the
celebration of the Centennial of Concrete Pave-

Historic Plac
America, Cou
since it was b

ment Oct, 12. Listed on the National Register of

paved with brick in Fall 1893
1905 — An ment

coal tar and various grades of

crude oil to improve the roao?

Jackson, Tenn.

1906 — A 350-foot section of an
interstate road between New
York and Boston in Charleston,
N.J,, tested the addition of tar to
conventional macadam road
building and was followed by
construction of an experimental
mile on the same route in 1907,

1908 — A 500-foot section of the

Cemetery Road in Wapello
County, lowa near Eddyville was
the first public semi-rural con-
crete road.

The first section, paved in 1908,
is still in use.

Other sections were built in
1910 and 1911 and the road was
completed to Eddyville in 1916.

A private concrete road was
opened in the Fall of 1908 by the
Long Island Motor Parkway Co
as an automobile race course

A one-mile section of concrete
public road in Wayne County,
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A Politicians

A Parade

A Dinner for 300

A ACPA Representatives — Marlin J. Knutson f ]
A Sold paperweights
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1991 — 100t Anniversary

A Politicians

A Parade

A Dinner for 300

A ACPA Representatives — Marlin J. Knutson
A Sold paperweights

A Auctioned pieces of the original street

' A SOUVENIR PIECE OF
n"‘?ffu'f CONCRETE PA;"”
&) E WESTERN WORL
~ ®ELLeronTAINE. OHIO 18

' 57TH NATIONAL HISTORIC

A

THE WORLD'S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE
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1991 — 100t Anniversary

A Politicians

A Parade

A Dinner for 300
A ACPA Representatives — Marlin J. Knutson
A Sold paperweights

A Auctioned pieces of the original street

A Placed the statue of George Bartholomew

anis

ris, George Bartholomew
This stalue was presenied ‘o \ne
citizens o Logan Counly By ne
Concrete industiries ot Ohlo and
the United States on Oc\. 2, \e8n
to commemorate the 100

of the 1sl concrele siresl \n

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE o ey



%TEXAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

1991 — 100t Anniversary

A Politicians

A Parade

A Dinner for 300

A ACPA Representatives — Marlin J. Knutson
A Sold paperweights

A Auctioned pieces of the original street

A Placed the statue of George Bartholomew

ANo Concrete Queen!

,,,,,,,,

he
wlle

Concrete industiries ot Ohlo and

j the United States on Oc\. 2, \e8n 3
to commemorate the 400th anniversat i
of the 1sl concrele sireel \n Americs
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in Concrete Streetinthe
International “nited States

An experimental pavement proved successful, and is still in use today
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FACI Luke M. Snell is the Director of the
Concrete Construction Resource Unit (CCRU)
and a Professor of Construction at Southern
lllinois University, Edwardsville, III. (SIUE).
He is a member of ACI's Board of Direction,
and a current and former member of several
technical and educational committees. He
has been on the faculty at Edwardsville for
more than 20 years.

2002 — Snell Article
In Concrete
International

Billie G. Snell is a teacher, educational
consultant, and a researcher in the
Concrete Construction Resource Unit at
SIUE. She is also an ACI Missouri Chapter
member and the ACI Missouri Chapter
newsletter editor.

Statue honoring George Bartholomew for
his insight in using concrete pavement. This
statue is at the end of the street and limits
the use of the street to light vehicles

74 MARCH 2002 / concrete international
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2016 — 125" Anniversary £

=
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A Co-sponsored by the International Society for
Concrete Pavements

A Organized by Task Force on Preservation of
Artifacts from Historical Concrete Pavements

A Politicians _ SR = e

A ACPA Representatives — Jerry Voigt Amy Dean, 28 April 2016

A FHWA — Roger Larson

A Speeches

A Presentations

A Historical Perspectives

A No parades -

A No band contest

A No Concrete Queen!

ey om

! ‘~‘! ’
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ACPA, 2017

2016 — 125™" Anniversary

A Co-sponsored by the International Society for
Concrete Pavements

A Organized by Task Force on Preservation of
Artifacts from Historical Concrete Pavements

A Politicians

A ACPA Representatives — Jerry Voigt

A FHWA — Roger Larson

A Speeches

A Presentations

A Historical Perspectives

A No parades

A No band contest

A No Concrete Queen!

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONC

Recognizing the First Concrete Pavement

ACPA, as part of Its efforts to chronicle and Houghton, Mich., In partnership with Gerard

collect artifacts of concrete pavements that Moulzolf, PG, Vice President/Petrographics

are 50 years old or older, now Is home to Manager of American Engineering Testing,

a plece of the original concrete pavement Minneapolis. Results of this testing will be

placed In Bellefontaine, Ohio, In 1891. reported In a special session at ACPA's 54th
Annual Meeting in San Diego. The meeting Is

“This Is Important because It represents scheduled for November 28 through 30 at the

an opportunity to preserve the heritage of Hard Rock Hotel.
concrete pavements,” says ACPA President &
CEO Jerry Voigt, P.E. “One of the halimarks of
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2016 — 125% Anniversary

A Co-sponsored by the International Society for
Concrete Pavements

A Organized by Task Force on Preservation of
Artifacts from Historical Concrete Pavements

A Politicians

A ACPA Representatives — Jerry Voigt

A FHWA — Roger Larson

A Speeches

A Presentations

A Historical Perspectives

A No parades

A No band contest

A No Concrete Queen!

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONC ISCP, 2016
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The Task Force on Preservation of Historical Concrete Pavement Artifacts Preser

|25™ ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION

~

Monday, April 25, 2016
Bellefontaine, Ohio
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2016 — 125" Anniversary

A Co-sponsored by the International Society for
Concrete Pavements

A Organized by Task Force on Preservation of
Artifacts from Historical Concrete Pavements

A Politicians

A ACPA Representatives — Jerry Voigt

A FHWA — Roger Larson

A Speeches

A Presentations

A Historical Perspectives

A No parades -

A No band contest

A No Concrete Queen!
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2017 — Test Strip Replica

A“All Concrete Roads Lead t 4
- Jerry Voigt, ACPA, 2017 v

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRE e ACPA. 2017
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2017 — Test Strip Replica
| A——

A Gathering of known = '1 E
descendants of George @~ A
Bartholomew

A Plaques

A Proclamations

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE 7 N Reuben Mees) Bellefontaine Examiner, 2017
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A Tripadvisor

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CON

@Tripadvisor Q_ sear..  Discover Trips  Review @ USD Signin
Bellefontaine Hotels ThingstoDo Restaurants Flights VacationRentals Cr

United States > Onio {CH) » Bellefontaine » Things to Do in Bellsfontaine » First Concrete Strest

G
S
3

¢ Seedll things to do

First Concrete Street vrcaines

42009000 (2 reviews)
#3 of 18 things to do in Bellefontaine

About

RS Feb 2020

Best of Bellefontaine

Date of Visit Monday February 17, 2020 on a roadtrip through Ohio, we decided to
stop at the town of Bellefontaine, OHIO, This town is known for the first concrete stre...
@ By RogueTrippers

Read more
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A Tripadvisor
A Yelp
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yelp¥

Oldest Concrete Street
B 500 review

Unclaimed © * Landmarks & Historical Buildings

Yes No

(T share [J save

Do you recommend this business? Maybe

See all 4 photos —

Photos & videos

Location & Hours Suggest an edit ¥
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2G's Bariecue 0 dusky
= §ellefo$\eg E Columbus Ave
Court Ave
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-*TEXAS STATE ?Jf\““. WIKIPEDIA Q oo Donate Create account Login eee
UNIVERSITY. . The Free Encyclopedia

R <Y

Present Day := Court Avenue A 1language

Article Talk Read Edit View history Tools v
A Tripadvisor From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Coordinates: (g 40°21'38"N 83°45'33"W
A Yelp
o . Court Avenue is a small street in
A Wikipedia First Concrete Street In U.S.

downtown Bellefontaine, Ohio, United
’ ' U.S. National Register of Historic Places

States, located adjacent to the Logan

County Courthouse. First paved in 1893,
it is known for being the first street in the

United States to be paved with concrete.
(2]

Early history e

Court Avenue, like Bellefontaine's other
streets, was originally a dirt road that

could easily become dusty or muddy in
bad weather. In 1886, concrete pioneer

THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR AR B CL I LY
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A Wikipedia

Present Day

A RoadsideAmerica.com

RoadsideAmerica.com

Home | Maps | Tips | Blog | My Sights | Video | Mobile State v MIETT)

My Sights

N e Ty
o Vacay

O Saent on Caary ow

e At s

===

Create and Save Your
Own Crazy Road Trip!

...Try My Sights

Mobile Apps

r—*
PR
SR

RS
Roadside America app
for iPhone, iPad. On-
route maps, 1,000s of

photos, special research
targets! ...More

Ohio Latest Tips
and Stories

» Glen Helen Raptor
Center, Yellow
Springs, Ohio

» Frankenstein's
Tower, Kettering,
Ohio

» Mustache
Monument, Minerva,
Ohio

* Union Terminal -
Comic Book Hall Of
Justice, Cincinnati,
Ohio

» Giant Golf Ball and
Tee, Heath, Ohio

«. Latest Visitor Tips

Sight of the Week

Your Online Guide to Offbeat Tourist Attractions

ﬂ ﬁ E D Favorite Quirky

City Sights

Oldest Concrete Street 7 B Attractions
in America < ‘ . Clevela_nd
Attractions

Field Review by
the Team at

RoadsideAmericacom  Bellefontaine, Ohio

¢ Columbus
Attractions

* Dayton Attractions

i

George Bartholemew is celebrated as the man
who brought cement and concrete to the
Midwest. Called "artificial stone" in the 15th
century, the newfangled mixture called concrete
hadn't yet been used to pave streets. George
convinced the Bellefontaine City Council to try it A sign reminds that you are in the presence of
in 1891 on Court Avenue, around the Logan History.

County Court House. He posted a bond

guaranteeing the pavement would last at least five years.

Over one hundred years later, George's concrete street was still there, or at least a city
block’s worth (the rest had been replaced by more modern paving materials). It's now
known as the "Oldest Concrete Street in America" -- signs near the courthouse and
along the street cement the claim.

In 1991, they erected a statue of George Bartholemew in
the center of the concrete street, since motor traffic is no
longer permitted. So that byway may last a few more
centuries....

A plaque points out: "Here started the better roads
movement."

Oldest Concrete Street in America

Address: Court St., Bellefontaine, OH

Directions: A statue of George Bartholemew guards the
entrance to Court Ave. on the east side of S. Main St. Court
Ave. is the south street in the courthouse square.

[_| save to My Sights

... More on Oldest Concrete Street in America

?}\' Nearby Offbeat Places




-*TEXAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

Present Day

A Tripadvisor
A Ye I p eb Shop b

catogory. Q  Search for anything All Categories v Search Advanced
A Wikipedia Y ( ) ( )
A R O ad S I d eAm e rl Ca . CO m (NEw) Live shopping on eBay ((+) Tunein to card breaks, style inspo, and more from top sellers.  Join a livestream
A Ebay

A Souvenir Piece Of The Oldest
Concrete Pavement Bellefontaine
Ohio <&

hannah_nicole (49)

. 100% positive - Seller's other items - Contact >

seller

US $299.00

or Best Offer

as low as $51.89/mo with Klarna. Learn more

Condition: Used ®

Buy It Now

?
Add to cart ’
4 -
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Present Day

A Tripadvisor

A Yelp

A Wikipedia

A RoadsideAmerica.com

A Ebay

A Every entrance to the city

CONCRETE STREET |=:55a=ts
IN AMERICA T PR
*BUILT HERE

IN 1891
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FACI Luke M. Snell is the Director of the = Ijgf‘ i ;
Concrete Construction Resource Unit (CCRU) b !
and a Professor of Construction at Southern
lllinois University, Edwardsville, llI. (SIUE). g PR ; . S
He is a member of ACI's Board of Direction, | ' | "3 , B o, L wma
and a current and former member of several :
technical and educational committees. He
has been on the faculty at Edwardsville for
more than 20 years.
‘ < o,
Billie G. Snell is a teacher, educational : : g - : A% : : e E
consultant, and a researcher in the v ' o = - N s 1o
Concrete Construction Resource Unit at nw A : el ' : £ =l B | & e 4
SIUE. She is also an ACI Missouri Chapter ; - = - i e . Sesosms | B\
member and the ACI Missouri Chapter _— ! ; ‘ — -~
newsletter editor. - <= - LS : — — S A
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