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America’s Oldest Concrete Street

Thank you Luke and Billie Snell!



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

America’s Oldest Concrete Street

Thank you Luke and Billie Snell!

Google Streetview, October 2025
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Court Ave, W J Wilde, May 2025; Inset:  postcard ca. 1900

America’s Oldest Concrete Street
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America’s Oldest Concrete Street

Court Ave, W J Wilde, May 2025
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Nevada State Journal, 31 May 1941Logan County Historical Society

Bellefontaine, Ohio

Facebook, claims to be from 1891

Who was George W. Bartholomew, Jr.?

Court Ave Statue, 1991
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E. and G. W. Bartholomew 

Shelf Clock, about 1820
Smithsonian Institution,

National Museum of American 

History

George Wells Bartholomew, Jr.

ÅBorn 24 August 1848, in Bristol, Connecticut

ÅSon of a Clockmaker

ÅLearned cement making in Germany and San 

Antonio, Texas
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George Wells Bartholomew, Jr.

ÅBorn 24 August 1848, in Bristol, Connecticut

ÅSon of a Clockmaker

ÅLearned cement making in Germany and San 

Antonio, Texas

ÅBy 1884, “a prominent dealer in hardware in 

Austin, Texas”

ÅWrote and published a 750-page genealogy of 

the Bartholomew family
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George Wells Bartholomew, Jr.

ÅBorn 24 August 1848, in Bristol, Connecticut

ÅSon of a Clockmaker

ÅLearned cement making in Germany and San 

Antonio, Texas

ÅBy 1884, “a prominent dealer in hardware in 

Austin, Texas”

ÅWrote and published a 750-page genealogy of 

the Bartholomew family

ÅBy 1886, had moved to Bellefontaine, Ohio to 

live near “almost pure sources of limestone 

and clay, the main ingredients for the 

production of cement.”

ÅFounded the Buckeye Portland Cement 

Company and a new town “Marl City, Ohio”

Historical Collections of Ohio, Henry Howe, 1904
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George Wells Bartholomew, Jr.

ÅBy 1886, had moved to Bellefontaine, Ohio to 

live near “almost pure sources of limestone 

and clay, the main ingredients for the 

production of cement.”

ÅFounded the Buckeye Portland Cement 

Company and a new town “Marl City, Ohio”

ÅIn 1891 he built the “first concrete street” in the 

US.

ÅBy 1910 he had moved to Colorado and 

worked for the Colorado Portland Cement 

Company.
On display at the Logan County Historical Society, May 2025
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Construction

Å In 1891 the Bellefontaine city council 

approved a test section – an 8-ft wide 

strip of concrete next to the hitching 

posts

ÅAfter the success of the test, the 

council approved building the streets 

around the courthouse with concrete

ÅBUT only if Bartholomew would post a 

$5,000 bond and “warranty” the 

pavement for 5 years

Ohio Department of Industrial and Economic Development, 1939
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Construction

ÅSome residents were sure the 

concrete pavement “would not 

last three days, much less five 

years under the constant 

pounding of horses’ hoofs and 

steel wagon wheels.”

Å“Under the taunts of a daily crowd 

of hecklers, workers began 

[construction] on streets 

surrounding the courthouse.”

The Lima [Ohio] News, 6 March 1983
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Construction

ÅBase course (“Portland cement concrete 

base”)

Å4 inch thickness

Å1½” max size aggregate

Å0.60 w/c

ÅWearing surface

Å2 inch thickness

Å½” max size aggregate

Å0.45 w/c

ÅSand, stone, cement and water dumped 

into a pile, mixed with hand-powered 

screw mixers and tamped into the forms

Luke and Billie Snell, Concrete International, March 2002 
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Construction

ÅThis method of construction entrapped 

about 8% air (2018 petrography suggests 

that 4.3% air was “entrained-size”)

ÅCured by continuous wetting of a 2-inch 

sand layer for one week

ÅCores taken in the late 20th century 

indicated a compressive strength about 

5,000 psi Blake Lemcke / American Engineering Testing

69th Highway Geology Symposium, September 2018
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Construction

ÅPlaced in strips 5 ft wide, extending the full length of 

the block, with tar paper between strips

ÅCut into blocks 5 ft square

ÅNo expansion joints were used

Å“After thoroughly tamping the top, it was sprinkled with 

water and given a smooth sidewalk finish with a steel 

trowel.”

W J Wilde, May 2025
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Construction

ÅWorkers earned $1.25 per day

ÅThe total cost of the streets on the 

block around the courthouse was 

about $9,000 – less than the cost of 

brick

ÅUnit cost was about $2.25 per square 

yard

ÅOver the next 50 years maintenance 

and patching cost a total of $1,400

Ohio Department of Industrial and Economic Development, 1939
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Awards and Recognition 

Å1893:  Bartholomew was honored at the World Columbian 

Exposition in Chicago for “First Place for Engineering 

Technology:  Advancement in Paving Materials” in 

competition with the biggest producers from Europe

Å1894:  The first gasoline powered vehicle drove on Court 

Avenue
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Awards and Recognition 

Å1893:  Bartholomew was honored at the World Columbian 

Exposition in Chicago for “First Place for Engineering 

Technology:  Advancement in Paving Materials”

Å1894:  The first gasoline powered vehicle drove on Court 

Avenue

Å1900:  Granted Patent 641,066 for “Appliance for 

Manufacturing Cement

Å1909:  In ACI’s Journal Proceedings Vol. 5, Issue 1 J.H. 

Chubb recognized Court Ave. as the first concrete street in 

the US
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Awards and Recognition 

Å1893:  Bartholomew was honored at the World Columbian 

Exposition in Chicago for “First Place for Engineering 

Technology:  Advancement in Paving Materials”

Å1894:  The first gasoline powered vehicle drove on Court 

Avenue

Å1900:  Granted Patent 641,066 for “Appliance for 

Manufacturing Cement

Å1909:  In ACI’s Journal Proceedings Vol. 5, Issue 1 J.H. 

Chubb recognized Court Ave. as the first concrete street in 

the US

Å1912:  Granted Patent 1,020,124 for “certain new and 

useful improvements in Hydraulic Cement”



The Hype

Å1941:  Golden Jubilee

Å1962:  Renovation/Restoration/Rededication

Å1976:  Historic Civil Engineering Landmark

Å1991:  100th Anniversary

Å2002:  Luke and Billie Snell CI Article

Å2016:  125th Anniversary

Å2017:  Test strip replica ceremony

Å2025:  Present day 
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1941 – Golden Jubilee

ÅSponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce

ÅAttended by “industrial leaders” from all parts of 

the country

ÅUnveiling of a historic marker

ÅCommemorative ceremonies

ÅSpeeches

ÅParade

ÅBand contest

ÅPageant with 300 performers

Å“Scores of social events”

Å30,000 people 

ÅOhio’s governor delivered the dedicatory address

ÅOver 20 entrants competed to be crowned 

“Concrete Queen”
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1941 – Golden Jubilee

Å“Ohio’s oldest registered 

automobile rides smoothly 

over the nation’s oldest 

concrete pavement.”

The Springfield News-Sun, 25 May 1941
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1941 – Golden Jubilee

Å Placed at the 1941 Jubilee

Å Made of Atlas white cement 

and Georgia white marble

Å Contains a time capsule 

with records and photos 

from the Jubilee celebration

W J Wilde, May 2025
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1941 – Golden Jubilee

ÅSponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce

ÅAttended by “industrial leaders” from all parts of 

the country

ÅUnveiling of a historic marker

ÅCommemorative ceremonies

ÅSpeeches

ÅParade

ÅBand contest

ÅPageant with 300 performers

Å“Scores of social events”

Å30,000 people 

ÅOhio’s governor delivered the dedicatory address

ÅOver 20 entrants competed to be crowned 

“Concrete Queen”

explorer.acpa.org, accessed 15 Sept 2025
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1962 – Rededication
Lima News, 29 April 1962
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1962 – Rededication Springfield News-Sun, 24 Aug 1962
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1962 – 

Rededication

Logan County History Center, 2023
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1962 – 

Rededication

Logan County History Center, 2023
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1962 – Rededication

ÅMiss Concrete Pavement pageant – 29 

contestants

ÅWinner represented Logan County in Miss 

Ohio 

ÅWelcome address by Bellefontaine mayor

ÅBaton twirling contest

Å2 hour, 1.7-mile, 180 unit, 3,500 participant 

parade – largest ever in Logan County

ÅRededication program

ÅMiss Concrete Pavement sprinkled sand and 

cement on the concrete street and then broke 

a bottle of champagne over it.

ÅAttended by a 94-year-old worker from the 

1891 construction

Logan County History Center, 2023
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1962 – 

Rededication

Ebay, May 2025
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1962 – 

Rededication

Ebay, May 2025
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1962 – 

Rededication

W J Wilde, May 2025 explorer.acpa.org, accessed 15 Sept 2025



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

1976 – Landmark Designation 

Designation as a National Historic 

Civil Engineering Landmark by the 

American Society of Civil 

Engineers

W J Wilde, May 2025



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

1991 – 100th Anniversary

ÅPoliticians

ÅParade

ÅDinner for 300

ÅACPA Representatives – Marlin J. Knutson
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1991 – 100th Anniversary

ÅPoliticians

ÅParade

ÅDinner for 300

ÅACPA Representatives – Marlin J. Knutson

ÅSold paperweights
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1991 – 100th Anniversary

ÅPoliticians

ÅParade

ÅDinner for 300

ÅACPA Representatives – Marlin J. Knutson

ÅSold paperweights

ÅAuctioned pieces of the original street
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1991 – 100th Anniversary

ÅPoliticians

ÅParade

ÅDinner for 300

ÅACPA Representatives – Marlin J. Knutson

ÅSold paperweights

ÅAuctioned pieces of the original street

ÅPlaced the statue of George Bartholomew

W J Wilde, May 2025
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1991 – 100th Anniversary

ÅPoliticians

ÅParade

ÅDinner for 300

ÅACPA Representatives – Marlin J. Knutson

ÅSold paperweights

ÅAuctioned pieces of the original street

ÅPlaced the statue of George Bartholomew

ÅNo Concrete Queen!

W J Wilde, May 2025
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2002 – Snell Article 

in Concrete 

International
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2002 – Snell Article 

in Concrete 

International
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2016 – 125th Anniversary

ÅCo-sponsored by the International Society for 

Concrete Pavements

ÅOrganized by Task Force on Preservation of 

Artifacts from Historical Concrete Pavements

ÅPoliticians

ÅACPA Representatives – Jerry Voigt

ÅFHWA – Roger Larson

ÅSpeeches

ÅPresentations

ÅHistorical Perspectives

ÅNo parades

ÅNo band contest

ÅNo Concrete Queen!

Amy Dean, 28 April 2016
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2016 – 125th Anniversary

ÅCo-sponsored by the International Society for 

Concrete Pavements

ÅOrganized by Task Force on Preservation of 

Artifacts from Historical Concrete Pavements

ÅPoliticians

ÅACPA Representatives – Jerry Voigt

ÅFHWA – Roger Larson

ÅSpeeches

ÅPresentations

ÅHistorical Perspectives

ÅNo parades

ÅNo band contest

ÅNo Concrete Queen!
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2016 – 125th Anniversary

ÅCo-sponsored by the International Society for 

Concrete Pavements

ÅOrganized by Task Force on Preservation of 

Artifacts from Historical Concrete Pavements

ÅPoliticians

ÅACPA Representatives – Jerry Voigt

ÅFHWA – Roger Larson

ÅSpeeches

ÅPresentations

ÅHistorical Perspectives

ÅNo parades

ÅNo band contest

ÅNo Concrete Queen!

ISCP, 2016
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2016 – 125th Anniversary

ÅCo-sponsored by the International Society for 

Concrete Pavements

ÅOrganized by Task Force on Preservation of 

Artifacts from Historical Concrete Pavements

ÅPoliticians

ÅACPA Representatives – Jerry Voigt

ÅFHWA – Roger Larson

ÅSpeeches

ÅPresentations

ÅHistorical Perspectives

ÅNo parades

ÅNo band contest

ÅNo Concrete Queen!
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2017 – Test Strip Replica

Å“All Concrete Roads Lead to Bellefontaine”
- Jerry Voigt, ACPA, 2017

ACPA, 2017
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ÅGathering of known 

descendants of George 

Bartholomew

ÅPlaques

ÅProclamations

Reuben Mees, Bellefontaine Examiner, 2017

2017 – Test Strip Replica
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Present Day

ÅTripadvisor
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ÅTripadvisor

ÅYelp

ÅWikipedia

ÅRoadsideAmerica.com

ÅEbay



THE WORLD’S GATHERING PLACE FOR ADVANCING CONCRETE

Present Day

ÅTripadvisor

ÅYelp

ÅWikipedia

ÅRoadsideAmerica.com

ÅEbay

ÅEvery entrance to the city

W J Wilde, May 2025
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1991 – 100th Anniversary
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