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Mete Sozen, a graduate (BSc in Civil Engineering) of Robert 
College (now Bogazici University) in Istanbul Turkey, obtained his 
MS at the University of Illinois and, after working as a structural 
designer with Kaiser Engineers (Oakland, CA) and Hardesty and 
Hanover (New York, NY), returned to obtain his PhD degree in Civil 
Engineering at the University of Illinois, Urbana. He joined the 
faculty at Urbana in 1963 where he served until 1993 when he moved

to Purdue University as the Kettelhut Distinguished Professor of Structural Engineering. 
Sozen has served on the Building Code Committee of the American Concrete Institute. 
He was a member of the four-person committee that produced the Veterans 
Administration Code for Earthquake Resistant Design of Hospitals in 1972. He has 
served on technical committees of the American Concrete Institute, the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, the European Concrete Committee, the Prestressed Concrete Institute, 
and the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute. Sozen has been elected to 
membership in the U.S. National Academy of Engineers and the Royal Swedish Academy 
of Engineering Sciences. He has been granted honorary doctorates by Bogazici
University (Turkey), Pannonius University (Hungary), and the Georgian Technical 
University (Tbilisi), and honorary membership by the Assoc. of Turkish Eng. (NY), the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, Japan Society of Architectural Engineers. and the

American Concrete Institute. Engineering News Record and The Applied Technical 
Council included him in the list of ten top earthquake engineers of the 20th 

century. 
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