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ACI selects the winners of its annual awards through an
open nomination process. ACI members can participate in
the Honors and Awards Program by nominating worthy
candidates for award consideration. Nomination forms
can be found on the ACI website, www.concrete.org, or by
contacting Rachel Belcher at aci.awards@concrete.org.



2026 Listing of Awardees

The following individuals will be receiving awards at the 2026 Fall ACI
Concrete Convention.

PERSONAL AWARDS

ARTHUR R. ANDERSON MEDAL
John Gajda

MICHEL BAKHOUM INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION AWARD
Tarek Alkhrdaji

ROGER H. CORBETTA CONCRETE CONSTRUCTOR AWARD
Oscar R. Antommattei

CLYDE E. KESLER EDUCATION AWARD
Franklin Reber Jr.

ROBERT F. MAST AWARD
Edith Gallandorm

MICHAEL THOMAS CONCRETE DURABILITY AWARD
David Whitmore

HENRY C. TURNER MEDAL
Jerry D. Coombs

CHARLES S. WHITNEY MEDAL
Wassim M. Ghannoum

ACI CONCRETE SUSTAINABILITY AWARD
Matthew P. Adams

ACI EDUCATION AWARD
Rita Madison

PAPER AWARDS

WASON MEDAL FOR MOST MERITORIOUS PAPER
Santiago Pujol * Rémy D. Lequesne * Chungwook Sim

ACI CONCRETE INTERNATIONAL AWARD
Chad White » Bryan M. Birdwell « Jerry A. Holland *» Michael Hernandez

ACI SYMPOSIUM VOLUMES AWARD
Amirali Bahnamiri ¢ Trevor D. Hrynyk

METE A. SOZEN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN STRUCTURAL RESEARCH
Andrés Lepage * Rémy D. Lequesne * Alexander S. Weber-Kamin

WASON MEDAL FOR MATERIALS RESEARCH
Ashish Dinesh Patel « Jerry Paris ¢ Christopher C. Ferraro
James E. Baciak * Kyle A. Riding ¢ Eric Richard Giannini



Personal Awards

ARTHUR R. ANDERSON MEDAL

The Arthur R. Anderson Medal was established in 1972 by the Institute in recognition of Arthur R.
Anderson, Past President of the Institute, for his imaginative and outstanding leadership and
insistence on excellence of concrete quality for engineering works. In 2025, the family of Arthur R.
Anderson, along with the company that Arthur founded with his brother, Concrete Technology
Corporation, is proud to continue sponsoring The Arthur R. Anderson Medal in his honor.

The award is given for outstanding contributions to the advancement of knowledge of
concrete as a construction material.

“for outstanding contributions to the knowledge and best practices of mass
concrete as a construction material”

John Gajda, FACI, is a Principal and Co-Founder of MJ2
Consulting, PLLC. He is a longtime member of ACI and has
nearly 35 years of industry experience covering a range of
topics, including novel cements, nondestructive testing,
insulating concrete form walls, thermal properties of
concrete, and mass concrete.

He was elected an ACI Fellow and is Chair of ACI
Subcommittee 301-H, Mass Concrete — Section 8, a member
and past Chair of ACI Committee 207, Mass and Thermally
Controlled Concrete, and a member of ACI Committee 301,
Specifications for Concrete Construction. Previously, he was a member of the
ACI Board of Direction and the ACI International Advisory Committee, and a
member and past Chair of an ACI awards committee. He is also a member of
ASTM International and a member of ASTM Committees CO1, Cement, and C09,
Concrete and Aggregates.

His research interests include advancing knowledge in early-age cracking,
heat of hydration, modeling of concrete properties, and thermal behavior
of concrete.

Gajda received his BS in ceramic engineering and his MS in materials science
and engineering (through a concurrent degree program) from Iowa State
University, Ames, IA, USA, in 1990. He is a licensed professional engineer in
31 states and provinces.




Personal Awards

MICHEL BAKHOUM INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION AWARD

The Michel Bakhoum International Collaboration Award was established in 2024 and honors
the memory of Professor and ACI member Michel Bakhoum, an internationally known structural
engineer, researcher, and educator. This award was established by the initiative and naming
financial support of Rami Awad; Taha Dhaouadi; Mohamed Farouk; Raad Hamood; Adel Labib; the
Kaci¢nik Family; Nadja Kaci¢nik; George Morcous; Sami Rizkalla; Walid Sabbeh; Sherif Younan;
family and friends of late Professor Michel Bakhoum; and e.Construct, Structural Engineering
Consultants, Dubai, Omaha, Orlando, and Raleigh. Contributions were received from 11 countries:
United States, Canada, Egypt, France, Germany, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Morocco,
Slovenia, Tunisia, and United Arab Emirates (UAE).

This award is given for outstanding contribution to international collaborations for the progress
of knowledge on reinforced and prestressed concrete and development /application of ACI codes,
specifications, and guides worldwide for innovations in design and construction practices of
concrete structures.

“for outstanding contributions to international collaboration toward
the advancement of reinforced concrete applications of ACI codes,
specifications, and construction standards”

Tarek Alkhrdaji, FACI, is a Senior Vice President with
Structural Technologies in Columbia, MD, USA. He has
more than 28 years of experience in the repair and
retrofit of concrete structures and has contributed to over
- 800 structural repair and strengthening projects, several
' | . . . .
2 4 of which received awards from ACI, the Post-Tensioning
Institute (PTI), and the International Concrete Repair
f Institute (ICRI).
He has authored or co-authored more than 60 technical
papers and reports and has extensive experience developing
repair, strengthening, and seismic retrofit strategies for
concrete structures. He also has experience planning and executing full-scale
load tests to assess existing conditions and evaluate repair performance.

He is Chair of ACI Subcommittee 562-F, Fire, a member and past Chair of ACI
Subcommittee 440-F, FRP-Repair-Strengthening, and a member of ACI Committees
437, Strength Evaluation of Existing Concrete Structures; 440, Fiber-Reinforced
Polymer Reinforcement; and 562, Evaluation, Repair and Rehabilitation of
Concrete Structures; and Joint ACI-TMS Committee 216, Fire Resistance and Fire
Protection of Structures. He is also past Chair of ICRI Committee 330, Strength-
ening and Stabilization.

He received the ACI Missouri Chapter Graduate Student Award in 1997 and
the Mirko RoS Silver Medal for Best Paper in the Rehabilitation of Civil Struc-
tures in 2011.

Alkhrdaji received his BS in civil engineering from the University of Baghdad,
Baghdad, Iraq, in 1992, and his MS and PhD in civil engineering from the Missouri
University of Science and Technology, Rolla, MO, USA, in 1998 and 2001, respec-
tively. He is a licensed professional engineer in Missouri, Maryland, and
Virginia, USA, and in Ontario and Alberta, Canada.
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Personal Awards

ROGER H. CORBETTA CONCRETE CONSTRUCTOR AWARD

The Roger H. Corbetta Concrete Constructor Award was established in 1972 by the Institute in
recognition of Roger H. Corbetta, ACI Past President, for his creative leadership and his many
outstanding contributions to the use of concrete for construction. This award received continued
naming financial support from ASCC, Ruttura & Sons, and Baker Concrete Construction, Inc.,
in 2022.

The award is given to an individual or an organization who, or which, as a constructor, has
made significant contributions to progress in methods of concrete construction.

“for outstanding contributions to the progress of concrete construction
methods through practical constructability leadership, technical innovation,
and the advancement of durable, mass, and low-carbon concrete practices”

Oscar R. Antommattei, FACI, is the Chief Concrete
Engineer and Materials Engineering Manager with Kiewit
Corporation, Lone Tree, CO, USA. He leads Kiewit’s engi-
neering technical services for concrete, from design to
production and construction. Prior to joining Kiewit in
2012, he worked for a world-recognized concrete producer,
a general contractor, and a leading engineering firm
managing projects in the United States, Canada, Mexico,
and Puerto Rico.

He is a member of the ACI Technical Activities Committee;
Financial Advisory Committee; Student, Young Member, and Faculty Activities
Committee; the ACI Foundation Concrete Innovation Council; and ACI Committees
134, Concrete Constructability; 201, Durability of Concrete; 207, Mass and
Thermally Controlled Concrete; 231, Properties of Concrete at Early Ages; 305,
Hot Weather Concreting; 308, Curing Concrete; 321, Concrete Durability Code;
323, Low-Carbon Concrete Code; and 336, Footings, Mats, and Drilled Shafts; and
ACI Subcommittee 301-H, Mass Concrete — Section 8. He has served as Director of
the ACI Central Texas Chapter and is a member of the ACI Rocky Mountain
Chapter. He also serves on other industry technical committees of ASTM Inter-
national, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), and the CSA Group.

During his 25 years of industry experience, he has facilitated over 100
technical presentations across the United States, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico,
and Australia. His publications have focused on concrete maturity, durability,
hot weather, constructability, mass concrete, and architectural green concrete.
In 2009, the ASCE Texas Section recognized his work on architectural green
concrete. In 2019, Concrete Construction magazine recognized him as a
“consensus builder” when he was selected as one of the “Most Influential People
in Concrete Construction.” In 2023, he received the ACI Concrete International
Award as co-author of the article “Reinforcement Congestion in Cast-in-

Place Concrete.”
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Antommattei received his BS in civil engineering from the University of
Puerto Rico at Mayagliez, Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico, in 2002, and his MS in civil
engineering from Clemson University, Clemson, SC, USA, in 2005. He is a licensed
professional engineer in multiple states.



Personal Awards

CLYDE E. KESLER EDUCATION AWARD

The Clyde E. Kesler Education Award, established in 1974, now honors Clyde E. Kesler, ACI Past
President. This award was established by the naming financial support of University of lllinois
Professors David A. Lange, Neil Hawkins, and Frances Young. (Award name was formerly the
Joe W. Kelly Award.)

This award is given only for outstanding contributions to education in the broad field of concrete.

“for outstanding contributions to concrete education through hands-on
instruction, creation of a unique concrete science degree program, and
dedicated outreach that prepares and inspires the next generation of
concrete professionals”

Franklin Reber Jr. is a Building Construction Technology
Instructor at the Pennsylvania College of Technology,
Williamsport, PA, USA. He has had or been a part of
multiple business ventures throughout his life. He owned
and operated a construction business for more than
20 years and was a partner in an excavation business,
multiple adaptive reuse project conversions of old build-
ings to apartments and commercial buildings, and a
decorative concrete retail supply store.

Reber graduated from Mifflinburg High School,
Mifflinburg, PA, in 1981. Upon graduation, he worked as a cabinet builder
at Yorktowne Kitchens, followed by modular home construction at Ritz-Craft
Custom Homes. He received his BS with a minor in business from The Penn-
sylvania State University (Penn State), University Park, PA, in 1987. In 2001, he
returned to Penn State to earn a teaching certificate and, in 2006, took a full-
time position at the Pennsylvania College of Technology and returned to Penn
State to complete a master’s degree in education. He still works full-time at the
Pennsylvania College of Technology, where his main focus is on building the
concrete science degree. He, along with Harry Hintz and Susan Armstrong,
developed and wrote a 2-year associate’s degree and Competency Credential in
concrete science technology. This degree gives students hands-on experience
and helps to fill a void in the industry in areas such as management, testing,
and research. Student numbers have nearly doubled in size each year since its
introduction 7 years ago. Industry partners and organizations have been a huge
part of this program’s success.

His research interests include anything related to concrete, especially new
technologies to increase compressive and flexural strengths.




Personal Awards

ROBERT F. MAST AWARD

The Robert F. Mast Award was established in 2021 in recognition of Robert F. Mast, ACI Past
President and a long-term member of AClI Committee 318, Structural Concrete Building Code.

The award is given for outstanding contributions to practical design codes and practices,
particularly in the areas of precast and prestressed concrete and to the advancement of concrete
know-how in other design engineers.

“for significant contributions to the advancement of ACI precast codes, as
well as practices and construction among industry stakeholders”

Edith Gallandorm, FACI, is the Director of Codes and
Standards with the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute
(PCI). She has over 28 years of experience in structural
engineering and has held several positions in the precast
concrete industry through her career at Sirko Associates
Inc., Metromont Corporation, and Gage Brothers.

She was elected an ACI Fellow in 2023. She is Chair of
Joint ACI-PCI Committee 319, Precast Structural Concrete
Code, and is a member of the ACI Technical Activities
Committee and ACI Committees 318, Structural Concrete
Building Code; 423, Prestressed Concrete; and 550, Precast Concrete Structures;
and ACI Subcommittees 301-M, Precast Structural Concrete — Section 13; 301-N,
Precast Architectural Concrete — Section 14; 318-C, Safety, Serviceability, and
Analysis; 318-D, Members; and 445-F, Interface Shear. She was a member of PCI
prior to joining the Institute as a staff member, and in 2024, she became a PCI
Fellow. She is also a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
and the International Code Council (ICC).

In her time as a PCI member, she was involved in updates to MNL-129-15,
“Precast Prestressed Concrete Parking Structures: Recommended Practice for
Design and Construction,” third edition, and MNL-136-19, “Maintenance Manual
for Precast Concrete Parking Structures,” second edition. Since joining the PCI
staff, she has assisted in the development and adoption of five PCI standards and
Joint ACI/PCI CODE-319-25.

She received her BS in structural design and construction engineering
technology from The Pennsylvania State University at Harrisburg—Capital
College (Penn State Harrisburg), Middletown, PA, USA, where Dr. Alex Aswad
taught prestressed concrete design. She is a licensed professional engineer in
several states.

Gallandorm attributes her career growth to mentors and friends who pushed
her to excel, especially Suzanne Aultman, Jared Brewe, Ned Cleland, S.K. Ghosh,
Harry Gleich, Tom Kelley, Jim Sirko, Steve Seguirant, and Steve Skalko. She
has shared that this recognition was possible due to the faith and support of
Roger Becker.
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MICHAEL THOMAS CONCRETE DURABILITY AWARD

The Michael Thomas Concrete Durability Award was established in 2023 by the Institute in
memory of Michael D.A. Thomas, Fellow of the Institute, for his imaginative and outstanding
leadership in advancing excellence in concrete durability. The following have pledged their support
for this award: Matthew Adams, Michael Ahern, Eric Giannini, Doug Hooton, Jason Ideker, Maria
Juenger, Kimberly Kurtis, Robert Lewis, Vic Perry, Kyle Stanish, Paul Tikalsky, Jason Weiss,
Michelle Wilson, Slag Cement Association (SCA), ACI Atlantic Chapter, American Cement
Association (ACA), The American Coal Ash Association, Cement Association of Canada (CAC),
CarbonCure Technologies Inc., Canadian Ready Mixed Concrete Association, GEMTEC Consulting
Engineers and Scientists Limited, National Ready Mixed Concrete Association (NRMCA), Pivot
Engineers, The Institute of Concrete Technology (ICT), and University of New Brunswick (UNB).

This award is given for outstanding contributions to the advancement of knowledge related to
concrete durability.

“for the advancement of durability in existing concrete structures by
leading initiatives in extended service life and concrete repair methodology”

David Whitmore, FACI, is President and Chief Innovation
Officer of Vector Corrosion Technologies, a company based
in Winnipeg, MB, Canada, specializing in corrosion
protection of reinforced concrete structures. He has
served in this role since 1999 and has worked in the
concrete repair industry for 45 years. He began his career
in the field with Vector Construction, and in 1999, he
established Vector Corrosion Technologies, where he
has since led the company’s technical development,
innovation, and implementation of concrete restoration
and corrosion protection projects.

He is a Co-Founder of P+EX, an industry initiative advancing concrete preser-
vation, infrastructure service-life extension, and sustainability through edu-
cation, collaboration, research, and technology transfer. In 2026, P+Ex and ACI
entered into a memorandum of understanding to promote concrete preservation.

Whitmore’s professional interests include reinforcement corrosion, cathodic
protection, electrochemical chloride extraction, concrete repair, structural
monitoring, sustainability, and service-life extension. He has contributed to
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) initiatives, including the Strategic
Highway Research Program and the second Strategic Highway Research
Program, and serves on the Federal Highway Bridge Preservation Expert Task
Group. He holds 29 patents related to cathodic protection of steel in concrete,
galvanic protection, electrochemical treatments, and the evaluation and
corrosion protection of post-tensioning tendons.

He was elected a Fellow of ACIin 2012, the Canadian Society for Civil
Engineering (CSCE) in 2010, and the International Concrete Repair Institute
(ICRI) in 2016. He is past Chair and a current member of ACI Committee E706,
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Concrete Repair Education, past Secretary and a current member of ACI
Committee 546, Repair, and a member of ACI Committees 222, Corrosion of Metals
in Concrete; 364, Rehabilitation; 562, Evaluation, Repair and Rehabilitation of
Concrete Structures; and 563, Specifications for Repair of Structural Concrete in
Buildings; and the ACI Technical Activities Committee Repair and Rehabilitation
Subcommittee. He is a past member of the ACI Educational Activities Committee.
He contributed to the development of several ACI publications on concrete repair.

Whitmore received his BS in engineering from the University of Manitoba,
Winnipeg, MB, Canada, in 1984, and his MBA from Western University, London,
ON, Canada, in 1986. He is a licensed professional engineer in Manitoba, Canada,
and an Association for Materials Protection and Performance (AMPP) Cathodic
Protection Specialist.
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HENRY C. TURNER MEDAL

The Henry C. Turner Medal was founded in 1927 by Henry C. Turner, Past President, American
Concrete Institute. It is awarded for notable achievements in, or service to, the concrete industry.

“for longstanding, dedicated, wise, motivated, and motivating service
on ACI Committee 332, Residential Concrete Work, improving the design
and construction of the countless small concrete buildings that shelter
humanity and constitute an important but sometimes forgotten segment
of the concrete industry”

ACImember Jerry D. Coombs has recently retired from
private practice, where he was President of Coombs
Engineering, providing design and consulting services

to private residences and small businesses in Texas and
Oklahoma. He excelled in preparing complex concrete
designs for high-end private residences and small
commercial projects. He has a total of 48 years of design,
forensic, consulting practice, and expert services, 17 years
of which were with his own firm.

He is past Chair and a current member of ACI Committee
332, Residential Concrete Work, and a member of ACI Committee 560, Design
and Construction with Insulating Concrete Forms. He is a past member of ACI
Committee 322, Concrete Pool and Watershape Code. He has been a champion
and promoter of insulating concrete forms and has received awards from ICF
Builder magazine for his design participation in complex residential projects.
He was instrumental in forming the Structural Engineers Association of New
Mexico as a Founding Member.

Coombs received his BS in urban and environmental engineering (structures)
from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, Edwardsville, IL, USA, in 1978,
and his MBA (management) from Webster University, Albuquerque, NM, USA,
in 1990.

He is a licensed professional engineer in Oklahoma, Texas, Colorado, and
Kansas, and a licensed structural engineer in Oklahoma. He recently retired
and moved to the Tulsa, OK, USA area with Barbara, his wife of 41 years.
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CHARLES S. WHITNEY MEDAL

The Charles S. Whitney Medal is presented for Engineering Development, and was founded in
1961 by Ammann and Whitney to honor the memory of Charles S. Whitney. It may be bestowed
once in any year for noteworthy engineering development work in concrete design or
construction. The recognition may be extended to a firm or agency alone or to an individual.
Any outstanding engineering development work contributing importantly, through
development of general engineering practice or through application in specific noteworthy
projects, to the advancement of the sciences or arts of concrete design or construction, is eligible.

“for significant code development work, with contributions to the advancement
of seismic design and construction of reinforced concrete structures”

Wassim M. Ghannoum, FACI, is a Professor in the School
of Civil & Environmental Engineering, and Construction
Management at The University of Texas at San Antonio
(UTSA), San Antonio, TX, USA, and Director of the UTSA
Large-Scale Testing Laboratory. He has authored or
co-authored over 100 papers and reports.

He is Chair of the ACI Technical Activities Committee,
and a member of ACI Committees 318, Structural Concrete
Building Code; 369, Seismic Repair and Rehabilitation;
369S, Seismic Evaluation and Retrofit Code; 441, Reinforced
Concrete Columns; and 447, Finite Element Analysis of Reinforced Concrete
Structures; and ACI Subcommittees 318-B, Anchorage and Reinforcement; 318-D,
Members; and 440-F, FRP-Repair-Strengthening. He is also a member of ASCE/
SEI 41, Seismic Evaluation and Retrofit of Existing Buildings Committee. He is a
Fellow of ACI, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), and the Structural
Engineering Institute (SEI), and a member of the Precast/Prestressed Concrete
Institute (PCI).

He received the ACI Delmar L. Bloem Distinguished Service Award and Henry
L. Kennedy Award in 2019 and the ACI Wason Medal for Most Meritorious Paper
in 2021.

His research interests include lifespan extension of concrete structures,
new materials in concrete construction, earthquake engineering, and extreme
loading on structures.

Ghannoum received his BE and his ME in civil engineering from McGill
University, Montréal, QC, Canada, in 1997 and 1999, respectively, and his PhD
from the University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley, CA, USA. He is a licensed
professional engineer in the state of Texas.
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ACI CONCRETE SUSTAINABILITY AWARD

ACI Concrete Sustainability Award—Given for demonstration or improvement in concrete’s
sustainable attributes through research, design, education, or construction; and/or the use of
concrete in innovative ways to contribute to a more sustainable built environment.

“for outstanding contributions to concrete sustainability through impactful
research, education, and leadership in low-carbon concrete code develop-
ment, recycled materials, durability, and sustainable concrete technologies”

Matthew P. Adams, FACI, is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at
New Jersey Institute of Technology (N]JIT), Newark, NJ,
USA. He joined NJIT in 2015 and serves as Co-Director of
the Materials and Structures Laboratory (MATSlab). His
research has been funded by the U.S. Department of
Transportation, the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and
the ACI Foundation.

He is Chair of ACI Committee 323, Low-Carbon Concrete
Code; past Chair and a current member of ACI Committee 555, Concrete with
Recycled Materials; and a member of the ACI Board of Direction, ACI Technical
Activities Committee, Committee on Codes and Standards Advocacy and
Outreach, and ACI Committee 201, Durability of Concrete. He was also the
Founding Chair of ACI Subcommittee S806, Young Member Activities, and
formerly a member of the Student, Young Member, and Faculty Activities
Committee and the Membership Committee. He also serves as an Associate
Editor of the ACI Materials Journal. He was elected an ACI Fellow in 2019 and
received the ACI Young Member Award for Professional Achievement in 2015.
He is also a member of ASTM International, where he is Chair of ASTM Sub-
committee C09.61, Testing for Strength.

His research interests include the intersection of novel sustainable
cementitious material development, concrete specification and standardization,
and policy development and implementation for sustainable construction.

Adams received his BS in civil engineering from the University of New
Hampshire, Durham, NH, USA, and his MS and PhD in civil engineering from
Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, USA, in 2012 and 2015, respectively.
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ACI EDUCATION AWARD

ACI Education Award—Recognizes an individual who has made notable contributions to the
advancement of initiatives by the ACI Educational Activities Committee (EAC). These initiatives
include documents, videos, or other products produced by EAC Committees; seminars; webinars;
ACI University courses; and other products and programs developed by EAC or its committees.
Notable contributions may be but are not limited to: leadership in the development of products
or programs of EAC, significant advancement of or advocacy for the use of EAC products or
programs, and contributions to the activities of EAC Committees.

“for a career dedicated to advancing concrete throughout Arkansas
and beyond”

Rita Madison, FACI, is the Executive Director of the
Arkansas Ready Mixed Concrete Association (ARMCA)
and the Treasurer of the ACI Arkansas Chapter. She has
served in both positions for over 20 years.

She is past Secretary and a current member of ACI
Committee C640, Craftsman Certification, and a member
of the ACI Certification Programs Committee and ACI
Committees C610, Field Technician Certification, and C630,
Construction Inspector Certification. She was previously a
member of the International Project Awards Committee,
the Chapter Activities Committee, the Young Member Award Committee, and the
Committee on Nominations. She wrote Chapters 2 and 3 of the Job Task Analysis
(JTA) for ACI Committee C640, Craftsman Certification and wrote JTAs for ACI
Committee C610, Field Technician Certification. She is a Craftsman Certification
Examiner, assisted in developing the Specialty Commercial/Industrial Concrete
Flatwork Certification program, and was an ACI Concrete Field Testing Tech-
nician Certification Examiner. She has also assisted in developing agendas and
program changes for ACI Chapter Roundtable meetings and was an ACI Concrete
Convention mentor for students in 2010. She was elected an ACI Fellow in 2015
and received the ACI Certification Award in 2022.

She has promoted ACI Craftsman Certification programs in Arkansas and
expanded the program from once a year back in 2004 to eight to 10 programs
annually. She has also assisted other state associations in promoting ACI
Craftsmen Certification by providing presentations and training. She has been
responsible for administering all certification programs held by ARMCA since
2004. She has expanded the program for university students taking the cer-
tification exams from just the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR, USA, to
include Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, AR; John Brown University, Siloam
Springs, AR; and the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, Little Rock, AR.
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WASON MEDAL FOR MOST MERITORIOUS PAPER

The Wason Medal for Most Meritorious Paper was founded in 1917 by Leonard C. Wason, Past
President of the Institute, and has been awarded continuously since that date. It is awarded each
year to the author or authors of the most meritorious paper published by the Institute.

All original papers presented to the Institute and published by the Institute during the volume
year for which the medal is awarded are eligible.

The paper “The Urgent Need for Increased Robustness of Buildings in
Highly Seismic Regions,” published in the January 2025 issue of Concrete
International, pp. 49-55, is awarded the Wason Medal for Most
Meritorious Paper

Santiago Pujol, FACI, is a Professor in the Department of
Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of
Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand, and Director of
QuakeCoRE, NZ Centre for Earthquake Resilience. He has
worked in research and consulting in the United States,
New Zealand, and Colombia since 2002.

He is a member of ACI Committees 133, Disaster
Reconnaissance, and 314, Simplified Design of Concrete
Buildings, and ACI Subcommittees 318-E, Section and
Member Strength; 318-I, International Subcommittee; and
445-B, Shear & Torsion-Seismic Shear. He was elected an ACI Fellow in 2012 and
received the ACI Chester Paul Siess Award for Excellence in Structural Research
in 2016, the ACI Foundation Arthur J. Boase Award in 2023, and the ACI Sym-
posium Volumes Award in 2024.

His research interests include earthquake resilience and the seismic retrofit
of buildings. He received his BS from the Universidad Nacional de Colombia,
Bogotd, Colombia, in 1996, and his MS and PhD from Purdue University, West
Lafayette, IN, USA, in 1997 and 2002, respectively.

Rémy D. Lequesne, FACI, is Associate Dean for Faculty
and Staff Affairs and the Black and Veatch Professor of
Civil, Environmental, and Architectural Engineering at
The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, USA.

He is a member of the ACI Structural Journal Editorial
Board and ACI Committees 133, Disaster Reconnaissance;
318, Structural Concrete Building Code; 352, Joints and
Connections in Monolithic Concrete Structures; and 408,
Bond and Development of Steel Reinforcement; and ACI
Subcommittee 445-F, Interface Shear. He is also a member
of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and the Precast/Prestressed
Concrete Institute (PCI). He received the Mete A. Sozen Award for Excellence in
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Structural Research in 2022, the ACI Young Member Award for Professional
Achievement in 2017, and the Wason Medal for Most Meritorious Paper in 2016.

Lequesne received his BSE, MSE, and PhD from the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, MI, USA, in 2005, 2007, and 2011, respectively. He is a licensed
professional engineer in Kansas.

Chungwook Sim is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at
Konkuk University, Seoul, South Korea. Before joining
Konkuk University in 2025, he was an Associate Professor
in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engi-
neering at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln,
NE, USA, where he served on the faculty from 2015 to
2025. Prior to pursuing his doctoral studies, he worked
as a Structural Engineer at Hyundai Engineering &
Construction Co., Ltd., in South Korea, from 2003 to 2007.

He is Chair of ACI Committee 133, Disaster Reconnaissance, and a member
of ACI Committee 408, Bond and Development of Steel Reinforcement. He is a
member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the Korean Society
of Civil Engineers (KSCE), and the Korea Concrete Institute (KCI). He received
the ASCET.Y. Lin Award in 2022.

His research interests include the modeling and testing of structural concrete
under extreme loading conditions and the development of data repositories for
multi-hazards.

Sim received his BS and MS in civil engineering from Yonsei University,
Seoul, South Korea, in 2001 and 2003, respectively; his MS in civil engineering
from The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX, USA, in 2009; and his PhD in
civil engineering from Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN, in 2014.
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ACI CONCRETE INTERNATIONAL AWARD

The ACI Concrete International Award may be bestowed on the author(s) of articles published
by Concrete International magazine that clearly exemplifies knowledge needed to use concrete
effectively to meet the demands of a changing world. Peer review is not required.

The paper “Field Guide to Placing and Finishing Type IL Cement Concrete”
published in the August 2025 issue of Concrete International, pp. 41-45, is
awarded the ACI Concrete International Award

ACI member Chad White is a Senior Concrete Consultant
and has been involved in all aspects of concrete
construction for over 40 years. He started as a cement
mason apprentice and worked his way up through the
ranks, culminating in founding and running a successful
concrete construction company for over 15 years. Along
the way, he has been fortunate to work with many of the
key players who have shaped the concrete industry.
He has been personally involved in the design and
construction of many different types of high-tolerance
suspended slabs and industrial slabs-on-ground, including high-volume fibers,
shake-on hardeners, defined traffic superflats, and high-tolerance random
traffic floors. He has also completed many high-quality tilt-up, paving, and
specialty slab projects.

White has published numerous articles regarding concrete slab installation.
He is a speaker for World of Concrete and other organizations.

Bryan M. Birdwell, FACI, is President and Senior Floor &
Paving Consultant of Structural Services, Inc., based in
Waxahachie, TX, USA. He has served in this professional
role for more than three decades, specializing in the
design, construction, evaluation, repair, and finishing of
high-tolerance, superflat, decorative, and conventional
concrete floors, as well as parking lots and site paving.
Drawing on years of experience as a former concrete
contractor, he continues to provide consulting, forensic
investigations, training, and innovative solutions for
complex concrete floor and paving challenges.

He is an active member of ACI and is a member of ACI Committees C640,
Craftsman Certification; 302, Construction of Concrete Floors; 330, Concrete
Parking Lots and Site Paving; 360, Designs of Slabs on Ground; and 522, Pervious
Concrete; and Joint ACI-ASCC Committee 117, Tolerances. He also serves as an
Examiner for the ACI Specialty Commercial/Industrial Concrete Flatwork
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Finisher/Associate Certification Programs and has taught seminars at World of
Concrete and at Structural Services, Inc.’s Concrete College.

He was elected an ACI Fellow in 2021 and received the ACI Certification Award
in 2022 and the ACI Young Member Award for Professional Achievement in 2015.
He also received the Samuel A. Face, Jr. “Sam” Golden Trowel Award in 2018,
earned 26 Golden Trowel Awards from The Face Companies, and has been a
six-time world record holder for constructing exceptionally flat and level
concrete floors.

His research interests include high-tolerance floor construction, floor flatness
and levelness, slabs-on-ground, concrete paving, joint performance, finishing
practices, forensic evaluation, contractor education, and practical solutions to
improve concrete floor and paving quality. He has authored numerous technical
articles, trained concrete professionals in the United States and internationally,
and consulted on more than 50 Golden Trowel Award-winning projects across
North America.

ACI Honorary Member Jerry A. Holland is a Vice
President, Director of Design Services, and Principal
who works in the Atlanta, GA, USA, office of Structural
Services, Inc. He has 58 years of worldwide experience in
design and construction, along with troubleshooting and
forensic investigations, of concrete materials, floors,
pavements, topping slabs, other structures, and related
geotechnical problems. He has had projects in every
state in the United States and on every continent except
Antarctica. His projects have included commercial,
industrial, institutional, and military projects in the United States and in

51 other countries.

He has published numerous papers in national and international publications.
In 1992, he developed the curriculum for the ACI Slab-on-Ground Design and
Construction seminars and served as Coordinator and Instructor for those and
other ACI seminar programs for over 25 years. He is also an ACI Examiner for all
the ACI Certification programs for Concrete Flatwork Associates and Finishers.

He is past Chair and a current member of ACI Committee 360, Design of Slabs
on Ground, and a member of ACI Committees C640, Craftsman Certification; 223,
Shrinkage-Compensating Concrete; 302, Construction of Concrete Floors; 325,
Concrete Pavements; 330, Concrete Parking Lots and Site Paving; 350,
Environmental Engineering Concrete Structures; and 522, Pervious Concrete.

Holland was elected an ACI Fellow in 1993 and an ACI Honorary Member in
2025. He received the ACI Wason Medal for Most Meritorious Paper in 1998; was
named the ACI Educational Activities Committee 2008-2009 Speaker of the Year;
received the ACI Joe W. Kelly Award in 2014 for work improving the worldwide
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concrete industry; and he has had nine projects that have won First Place in the
ACI Georgia Chapter Awards Competition, including several world records. He
was named one of Concrete Construction magazine’s “Most Influential People in
the Concrete Industry” in 2007 and received the Samuel A Face, Jr. “Sam” Golden
Trowel Award in 2009 for “outstanding accomplishments in and contributions to
the art and science of high-quality horizontal concrete construction.”

Michael Hernandez, FACI, is a Senior Concrete Engineer
with Kiewit Corporation, Lone Tree, CO, USA. His work
focuses on mass concrete and quality assurance and
troubleshooting for power plants, data centers, and
transportation projects. With over 25 years of
construction operations experience, notable projects
include airport terminals; formwork professional
engineer for the 84-story Panorama Tower; miles of
bridge spans for highway, rail, and aircraft; tilt-up
projects; and the Denver Broncos Stadium structure.

He has been active in multiple ACI committees since 2006. He is Secretary
of ACI Committee 302, Construction of Concrete Floors, and a member of
ACI Committees 132, Responsibility in Concrete Construction; 134, Concrete
Constructability; and 305, Hot Weather Concreting; the ACI Technical Activities
Committee Productivity and Constructability Subcommittee; and Joint ACI-ASCC
Committee 117, Tolerances. He is past Chair of ACI Committees E703, Concrete
Construction Practices, and 131, Building Information Modeling of Concrete
Structures. He is Past President of the ACI South Florida Chapter and an ACI
Certification Examiner for the ACI Concrete Flatwork Finisher Certification
program. He is an ACI Fellow and received the ACI Chapter Activities Award
in 2008.

His research interests include tolerances for welded-wire reinforcement.

Hernandez received his BEnvD and MS in civil engineering from the Uni-
versity of Colorado Boulder, Boulder, CO, and his MBA from the University of
Florida, Gainesville, FL, USA. He is a licensed professional engineer in Colorado
and Florida.
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ACI SYMPOSIUM VOLUMES AWARD

The ACI Symposium Volumes Award is given to the author or authors of the best overall article
published in an ACI Symposium Volume that year.

The paper “Toward Crack-Based Assessment of Existing Reinforced
Concrete Structures,” SSP-365-09, March 2025, pp. 148-164, is awarded
the ACI Symposium Volumes Award

ACI member Amirali Bahnamiriis a PhD candidate in
the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
at the University of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Canada.

He is a member of ACI Committee 445, Shear and
Torsion. His research interests include bond and develop-
ment of reinforcement in concrete, high-strength
concrete, shear behavior, and crack-based structural
assessment of reinforced concrete members.

He received his BSc and MASc in civil engineering from
Babol Noshirvani University of Technology, Babol, Iran, in
2018 and 2020, respectively.

ACI member Trevor D. Hrynyk is an Associate Professor
in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineer-
ing at the University of Waterloo, where he has served as a
faculty member since 2019. Prior to joining the University
of Waterloo, he was an Assistant Professor at The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX, USA, from 2014

to 2019.

He is Chair of ACI Subcommittee 445-C, Shear & Torsion-
Punching Shear, and a member of ACI Committees 421,
Design of Reinforced Concrete Slabs; 445, Shear and
Torsion; and 447, Finite Element Analysis of Reinforced Concrete Structures.

His research interests include the mechanical behavior and computational
modeling of structural concrete, performance assessment of existing concrete
structures, large-scale structural testing, and the structural application of
fiber-reinforced and ultra-high-performance concretes.

He received his BASc in civil engineering from the University of Waterloo in
2005; his MS in civil, architectural, and environmental engineering from the
Missouri University of Science and Technology, Rolla, MO, USA, in 2007; and his
PhD in civil engineering from the University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada,
in 2013. He is a licensed professional engineer in the province of Ontario.
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METE A. SOZEN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN
STRUCTURAL RESEARCH

The Mete A. Sozen Award for Excellence in Structural Research may be bestowed on the author(s) of
a peer-reviewed AC/ Structural Journal paper published by the Institute that describes a notable
achievement in experimental or analytical research that advances the theory or practice of structural
engineering and, most importantly, recommends how the research can be applied to design.

The paper “Reinforced Concrete Coupling Beams with High-Strength Steel
Bars,” published in the May 2025 issue of the ACI Structural Journal,

pp. 173-186, is awarded the Mete A. Sozen Award for Excellence in
Structural Research

Andrés Lepage, FACI, is a Professor of civil, environ-
mental, and architectural engineering at The University
of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, USA. He worked as a project
engineer in Seattle, WA, USA, from 1996 to 2005 and joined
academia in 2006.

He was elected an ACI Fellow and is a member of
ACI Committees 318, Structural Concrete Building Code;
335, Composite and Hybrid Structures; 374, Performance-
Based Seismic Design of Concrete Buildings; and 375,
Performance-Based Design of Concrete Buildings for Wind
Loads. He served on the ACI Publications Committee from 2005 to 2011. He is a
member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the Earthquake
Engineering Research Institute (EERI), and The Masonry Society (TMS). He is
also a member of the American Institute of Steel Construction (AISC) Committee
TC5, Composite Construction.

He received the Mete A. Sozen Award for Excellence in Structural Research in
2022. His research interests include high-performance, high-strength materials
for structures subjected to extreme loading events.

Lepage received his BS in civil engineering from the Universidad Rafael
Urdaneta, Maracaibo, Venezuela, in 1987; his MS in civil engineering from the
Universidad Simoén Bolivar, Caracas, Venezuela, in 1990; and his PhD in civil
engineering from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, IL, USA,
in 1997. He is a licensed professional engineer and structural engineer in the
state of Washington.

Rémy D. Lequesne, FACI, is Associate Dean for Faculty and Staff Affairs and the
Black and Veatch Professor of Civil, Environmental, and Architectural Engin-
eering at The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS.

He is a member of the ACI Structural Journal Editorial Board and ACI
Committees 133, Disaster Reconnaissance; 318, Structural Concrete Building
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Code; 352, Joints and Connections in Monolithic Concrete
Structures; and 408, Bond and Development of Steel
Reinforcement; and ACI Subcommittee 445-F, Interface
Shear. He is also a member of the American Society of
Civil Engineers and the Precast/Prestressed Concrete
Institute. He received the Mete A. Sozen Award for
Excellence in Structural Research in 2022, the ACI Young
Member Award for Professional Achievement in 2017, and
the Wason Medal for Most Meritorious Paper in 2016.

Lequesne received his BSE, MSE, and PhD from the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, USA, in 2005, 2007, and 2011, respec-
tively. He is a licensed professional engineer in Kansas.

Alexander S. Weber-Kamin is a full-time instructor of
engineering in the Department of Architecture, Engin-
eering, Electronics, Physics, and Astronomy at Victor
Valley College (VVCQ), Victorville, CA, USA. They have
authored approximately 30 technical papers and experi-
mental proceedings across research positions at the
University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, USA; the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign, IL, USA; and the University of
California San Diego, La Jolla, CA, USA.

They received their BS in civil engineering from the
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK, USA, in 2013, and their PhD in civil engin-
eering from the University of Kansas in 2020.
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WASON MEDAL FOR MATERIALS RESEARCH

The Wason Medal for Materials Research may be bestowed on the author(s) of a peer-reviewed
ACI Materials Journal paper published by the Institute that makes extraordinary contributions or
impact on the state of knowledge of cement-based materials used in the construction industry.

The paper “Thin Cement-Based Composites for Efficient Neutron Attenuation,”
published in the July 2025 issue of the ACI Materials Journal, pp. 15-28, is
awarded the Wason Medal for Materials Research

Ashish Dinesh Patel is a Postdoctoral Research Associate
at the University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, USA. He has
served in this position since 2024.

His research interests include supplementary cem-
entitious materials, the beneficial use of industrial
by-products and waste materials in concrete, the char-
acterization and performance of cement-based materials,
concrete durability, cement chemistry, material proces-
sing and activation, and the development of concrete for
neutron shielding and other radiation-related applications.

He received his BA in applied mathematics from the University of California,
Berkeley, Berkeley, CA, USA, in 2014; his MS in civil engineering from California
State University, Fullerton, Fullerton, CA, in 2018; and his PhD in civil
engineering from the University of Florida in 2023.

Jerry Paris has been a Research Civil Engineer in the
Concrete and Materials Branch of the Geotechnical

and Structures Laboratory at the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) Engineer Research and Development
Center (ERDC) in Vicksburg, MS, USA, since 2022. He works
within the Cement and Pozzolans Laboratory at ERDC and
performs materials qualification testing and provides
subject-matter expertise for a variety of civil works and
military construction-related concrete programs. He has
co-authored over 30 technical papers and reports related
to concrete and cement research.

He is a member of ACI Committees 207, Mass and Thermally Controlled
Concrete, and 323, Low-Carbon Concrete Code, and was previously a member
of ACI Subcommittee S803, Faculty Network.

He received his BS in civil engineering in 2011, his MS in civil engineering in
2012, and his PhD in civil engineering with a focus on supplementary cementi-
tious materials in 2016, all from the University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, USA.
He has been a licensed professional engineer in the state of Florida since 2019.
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Christopher C. Ferraro, FACI, is an Associate Professor
and Associate Director in the Engineering School of
Sustainable Infrastructure & Environment at the Uni-
versity of Florida. He directs the University of Florida
Concrete Materials Research Group and the Structures
and Materials Laboratory. Before joining the University
of Florida, he served as a Structural Materials Research
Engineer with the Florida Department of Transportation
State Materials Office.

He has authored or co-authored more than 150 peer-
reviewed journal articles and technical reports on structural and concrete
materials, infrastructure durability, nondestructive evaluation, mass concrete,
sustainable construction materials, and the beneficial use of recovered materials.

He is Vice Chair of ACI Committee 323, Low-Carbon Concrete Code; Secretary
of ACI Subcommittee 301-H, Mass Concrete — Section 8; past Chair and a current
member of ACI Committee 207, Mass and Thermally Controlled Concrete; and a
member of the ACI Technical Activities Committee and ACI Committees 224,
Cracking; 228, Nondestructive Testing of Concrete; and 301, Specifications for
Concrete Construction; and ACI Subcommittee S803, Faculty Network. He is also
a member of ASTM Committees C01, Cement, and C09, Concrete and Concrete
Aggregates, and formerly served as Secretary of the Transportation Research
Board (TRB) Standing Committee on Durability of Concrete.

He was elected an ACI Fellow in 2017 and received the ACI Delmar L. Bloem
Distinguished Service Award in 2022 and the ACI Foundation Jean-Claude
Roumain Innovation in Concrete Award in 2026.

His research interests include concrete durability, mass concrete, nonde-
structive testing, supplementary cementitious materials, low-carbon concrete,
and the reuse of industrial by-products in infrastructure applications.

Ferraro received his BS, MS, and PhD in civil engineering from the University
of Florida in 1998, 2003, and 2009, respectively. He is a licensed professional
engineer in the state of Florida.

James E. Baciak is a Professor in the University of
Florida’s Department of Materials Science and Engin-
eering and Nuclear Engineering Program. He is also the
Director of the Consortium for Nuclear Forensics. He and
his students have published over 90 refereed papers and
over 150 presentations at professional meetings and
conferences. He also has seven patents related to back-
scatter X-ray radiography for nondestructive imaging,
nuclear materials, and radioisotope batteries.
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His research interests include radiation detector systems development, radia-
tion measurements, irradiation experiments, and nondestructive imaging for
a number of applications.

He received his BS, MS, and PhD in nuclear engineering and radiological
sciences from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, USA, in 1998, 2001,
and 2004, respectively.

Kyle A. Riding, FACI, is a Professor and Head of Civil and
Coastal Engineering at the University of Florida, Gaines-
ville, FL, USA.

He is Secretary of ACI Committee 201, Durability of
Concrete, and a member of ACI Committees 207, Mass
and Thermally Controlled Concrete; 231, Properties of
Concrete at Early Ages; and 236, Material Science of
Concrete; and ACI Subcommittees S803, Faculty Network,
and 318-A, General, Concrete, and Construction. He is also
a Fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
and a member of the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute (PCI).

He was elected an ACI Fellow, and he received the Wason Medal for Materials
Research in 2011 and 2023 and the ACI Young Member Award for Professional
Achievement in 2013. His research interests include concrete durability, ultra-
high-performance concrete, and concrete constructability.

Riding received his BS from Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, USA, in
2002, and his MSE and PhD in civil engineering from The University of Texas
at Austin, Austin, TX, USA, in 2004 and 2007, respectively. He is a licensed
professional engineer in the states of Florida, Kansas, and Nebraska.

Eric Richard Giannini, FACI, is the Director, Product
Standards and Technology, at the American Cement Asso-
ciation (ACA), Washington, DC, USA. He has authored or
co-authored over 50 technical papers and reports and is
a co-inventor on one patent.

He is Secretary of ACI Committee 323, Low-Carbon
Concrete Code; past Chair of ACI Subcommittee 228-B,
Visual Condition Survey of Concrete; and a member of the
Hot Topic Committee and ACI Committees 123, Research
and Current Developments; 130, Sustainability of
Concrete; 201, Durability of Concrete; 225, Hydraulic Cements; and 228,
Nondestructive Testing of Concrete; and ACI Subcommittees S802, Teaching
Methods and Educational Materials, and 562-1, Durability and Materials. He is
also a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and ASTM
International. He is Chair of ASTM Subcommittee C09.64, Nondestructive and
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In-Place Testing; Secretary of ASTM Subcommittee C01.10, Hydraulic Cements
for General Concrete Construction; and a member-at-large of ASTM Committee
C01, Cement.

His research interests include concrete durability, specifically test methods,
prevention, and management of alkali-aggregate reactions, and decarbonization
of cement and concrete construction.

Giannini received his BS in civil engineering from the University of Virginia,
Charlottesville, VA, USA, in 2002, and his MSE and PhD in civil engineering from
The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX, USA, in 2009 and 2012, respectively.
He is a licensed professional engineer in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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