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Understanding State and Local Code Adoption Processes 
 

Introduction: In the United States authorities having jurisdictions (AHJ) over the development and 
enforcement of building codes are: states, counties, and municipalities. Most AHJs develop their respective 
building codes with only a few modifications to nationally developed model codes. There are opportunities 
to incorporate ACI developed criteria as modifications to the model codes being adopted by the AHJ. This 
requires establishing ACI as a resource and active engagement in the code development processes of the 
respective AHJs.  

Further, the success of major changes or new criteria proposed to the model codes often requires early 
adoption by proactive AHJs. Table 1 shows efforts by ACI to engage with various states where early 
adoption of newer ACI Standards was proposed. Green indicates the ACI proposal was approved, pink 
indicates the proposal was not approved, and blue indicates ongoing efforts.  

Table 1- Early Adoption Efforts for Newer ACI Standards: States and local jurisdictions. 
 

Adopted  Disapproved  Under Development  
ACI Reference Document 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

ACI CODE-562, Assessment, Repair, and 
Rehabilitation of Existing Concrete 
Structures – Code and Commentary 

   CA     
   CT     
   DC     

FL        
HI        

   MA     
    MI    
  NC      
    NY    

OH        
   SC     
 VA   VA    

Certifications for Qualified Personnel 

   CA     
   CT     
   DC     
 FL       

GA1        
   MA     
    MI    
  NC      
    NY    
   PA     
   SC     
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Table 1- Early Adoption Efforts for Newer ACI Standards: States and local jurisdictions, continued 

ACI CODE 440.11 Building Code Requirements 
for Structural Concrete Reinforced with Glass 
Fiber-Reinforced Polymer (GFRP) Bars—Code 
and Commentary 

    MI    
     NC   
      OH  
       OK 

ACI-TMS CODE-122.1: Thermal Bridge 
Mitigation for Buildings Having Concrete and 
Masonry Walls and Masonry Veneer—Code 
Requirements and Commentary 

     MI   
      NY  
      OH  
      WA  

ACI-TMS CODE 122.2 Thermal Properties of 
Concrete and Masonry for Use in Determining 
Energy Code Compliance for Low-Rise Residential 
Buildings—Code Requirements and Commentary 

      
CT 

 

      
WA 

 

ACI-TMS CODE 122.3 Thermal Properties of 
Concrete and Masonry for Use in Determining 
Energy Code Compliance Except for Low-Rise 
Residential Buildings—Code Requirements and 
Commentary 

      
CT 

 

      
WA 

 

 
In addition, voting on the final action on proposed changes to the International Code Council model codes 
is determined via online voting by qualified state and local officials. Having a relationship with these 
individuals, where ACI through its volunteer membership is established as a resource, is invaluable for both 
state and local adoptions and model code development. 

Information providing general guidance on state and local code adoption is provided here. An in-depth 
investigation of each process of the authority having jurisdiction will provide further insight and reveal 
more specifics about the processes.  The information is only intended to provide basic guidance. 

Process – entities empowered to adopt building codes 

Timeline – discussion of frequency of code adoptions and modifications 

Scope – purview of building codes with regard to ownership and occupancy 

Modifications – ability for local jurisdictions to modify statewide codes 

Basis – model codes serving as the basis for the statewide codes 

References – ACI documents currently referenced in building codes 

Regulations – examples of building codes within codes of regulations 

Engagement – need for ACI member engagement and possible activities 

Process: Each state and local jurisdiction adopting building codes has their own unique code adoption 
process.  Typically, one of three basic approaches are followed. 

1) The state legislature enacts legislation regarding code adoption which may be a model code with 
or without modifications to model codes. 

2) State legislative action empowers a council working with a governmental body to develop and 
maintain the building code. 

3) State legislative action empowers local jurisdictions to develop and maintain building codes. 
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Timeline: The code adoption cycle might be determined by the legislature or government agency maintaining the 
building code. There may or may not be a frequency specified in the legislation or rules and there may or may 
not be a specific timeline assigned to the code adoption process. Table 2 provides information about states that 
have legislated building code adoption cycles. 

Scope: In addition to the various authoritative approaches, the six most common applications of buildings codes 
adopted at the state level are: 

1) State wide building code applicable to all buildings.  
2) Statewide building code applicable to all buildings except one- and two-family dwellings.  
3) Statewide building code only applicable to state-owned or funded projects. 
4) Statewide building code only applicable to state-owned or funded projects and specific building types or 

occupancies. 
5) No statewide building code. 
6) No statewide code, but if a code is adopted by local jurisdiction the locally adopted building code must meet 

or exceed the requirements of the state adopted code. 

The level of building code adoption, state or local, is shown for each state in Table 2. 

Modifications: Legislation or regulations at the state level determine the ability of local jurisdictions to adopt or 
modify statewide codes. The three most common provisions governing local amendments to statewide codes are: 

1) Statewide building code with no local amendments permitted.  
2) Statewide building code with modifications that are only more restrictive.  
3) Statewide building code with modifications permitted to be more restrictive or more permissive. General 

indications of the ability of local jurisdictions to modify statewide codes are shown in Table 2. States may or 
may not require approval of local modifications by a council or agency. 

Table 2 - State Level Building Code Related to Currently Relevant to ACI Committee Activities 

 

 
Jurisdiction Adoption 

Level 

Local 
Modifications 

Permitted 
Legislated Cycle 

ALABAMA   None 
State funded buildings, hotels, motels, movie 
theaters, and schools [Alabama Building 
Commission] 

 
State 

 
No 

 

All other buildings except one- and two-family 
dwellings 

Local Yes  

One- and two-family dwellings [Alabama Residential 
and Energy Codes Commission] 

State Yes  

Energy conservation for all buildings [Alabama  
Residential and Energy Codes Commission] 

State Yes  

ALASKA   None 
All buildings [Alaska State Fire Marshal] [Department 
of Labor] 

State Yes  

ARIZONA   None 
All buildings Local Yes  

 

https://dcm.alabama.gov/bldg_code.aspx#CJ
https://dcm.alabama.gov/bldg_code.aspx#CJ
https://hacr.alabama.gov/alabama-energy-codes/
https://hacr.alabama.gov/alabama-energy-codes/
https://hacr.alabama.gov/alabama-energy-codes/
https://hacr.alabama.gov/alabama-energy-codes/
https://dps.alaska.gov/Fire/Home
http://labor.alaska.gov/
http://labor.alaska.gov/
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Jurisdiction Adoption 

Level 

Local 
Modifications 

Permitted 

Legislated Cycle 

ARKANSAS   None 
All buildings Arkansas Department of Labor and 
Licensing 

State Yes  

CALIFORNIA   3 years 
All buildings [California Building Standards 
Commission] 

State Yes  

COLORADO   None 
State funded buildings [Division of Fire Prevention and 
Control] [Governor’s Energy Office] [Building Codes 
Branch] 

 
State 

 
No 

 
None 

All other buildings Local Yes  
CONNECTICUT   18 months 

All buildings [Codes and Standards Committee]  No  
DELAWARE   No 

All buildings [DNREC Division of Climate, Coastal and 
Energy]  

Local Yes  

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA   3-6 years 
All buildings [Construction Codes Coordinating Board] District Yes  

FLORIDA   3 years 
All buildings [Florida Building Commission] State Yes  

GEORGIA   None 
All buildings [Georgia Department of Community 
Affairs Building Codes Division]  

 
State 

 
No 

 

HAWAII   3 years 
All buildings [Building Code Council] State Yes  

IDAHO   See Description 
All buildings [State Legislature] [Division of Building 
Safety] Legislation assigns cycle period determination 
to the agency. 

 
State 

 
Yes 

 

ILLINOIS   IECC only 
Public schools [Illinois State Board of Education]  No  
All other buildings Local Yes  
[Capital Development Board] State No  

INDIANA   None 
All buildings [Indiana Department of Homeland 
Security] 

State No  

IOWA   None 
All buildings [Iowa Department of Inspections, Appeals 
and Licensing] 

State Yes  

KANSAS   None 
All buildings [Design, Construction and Compliance] Local Yes  

https://labor.arkansas.gov/licensing/arkansas-contractors-licensing-board/building-codes/
https://labor.arkansas.gov/licensing/arkansas-contractors-licensing-board/building-codes/
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/
https://www.colorado.gov/dfpc
https://www.colorado.gov/dfpc
https://www.colorado.gov/energyoffice
https://dfpc.colorado.gov/sections/fire-and-life-safety/building-codes-branch
https://dfpc.colorado.gov/sections/fire-and-life-safety/building-codes-branch
https://portal.ct.gov/DAS/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector/Codes-and-Standards-Committee
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/climate-coastal-energy/efficiency/building-energy-codes/
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/climate-coastal-energy/efficiency/building-energy-codes/
https://dcra.dc.gov/service/construction-codes-coordinating-board
https://floridabuilding.org/c/default.aspx
https://dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
https://dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
http://ags.hawaii.gov/bcc/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/
https://dbs.idaho.gov/
https://dbs.idaho.gov/
https://www.isbe.net/
https://cdb.illinois.gov/business/codes/buildingcodesregulations.html
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/building/plan-review
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/building/plan-review
http://admin.ks.gov/offices/ofpm/dcc/
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Jurisdiction Adoption 

Level 

Local 
Modifications 

Permitted 

Legislated Cycle 

KENTUCKY   None 
All buildings [Department of Housing, Buildings, and 
Construction with Legislative approval] State No  

LOUISIANA   5 years 
All buildings [Louisiana State Uniform Construction 
Code Council] State No  

MAINE   None 
All buildings [Office of the Fire Marshall] State Code is 
mandatory in communities with population over 
4,000. 

See 
description 

 
Yes 

 

MARYLAND   3 years 
All buildings [Department of Labor] State Yes  

MASSACHUSETTS   5 years 
All buildings [Board of Building Regulations and 
Standards] 3- year cycle for the energy code. State No  

MICHIGAN   6 years 
All buildings [Bureau of Construction Codes] State No  

MINNESOTA   6 years 
All buildings [Minnesota Department of Labor and 
Industry] State Yes  

MISSISSIPPI   See Description 
All buildings [Mississippi Insurance Department] One 
of the last three editions of the IBC. If a local 
jurisdiction adopts a code it must be the state code. 

 
State 

 
Yes  

MISSOURI   See Description 
State owned or funded buildings [Facilities 
Management, Design and Construction] State No  

All other buildings [ARCHITECTURE PRACTICE ACT 
legislates that architects to design to the 2009 
International Building Code] 

 
Local 

 
Yes 

 

MONTANA   None 
All buildings except residential building with 5 units or 
less [Bureau of Building and Standards] State No  

Residential buildings with 5 units or less Local Yes  
NEBRASKA   None 

State owned or funded buildings [Nebraska 
Legislature] State No  

All other buildings Local Yes  
NEVADA   See Description 

State owned or funded buildings [Nevada Public 
Works Board] State   

All other buildings Local   
 

https://dhbc.ky.gov/newstatic_info.aspx?static_id=297
https://dhbc.ky.gov/newstatic_info.aspx?static_id=297
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
https://www.maine.gov/dps/fmo/building-codes
http://www.dllr.maryland.gov/labor/build/buildcodes.shtml
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-building-regulation-and-standards
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-building-regulation-and-standards
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/bureau-list/bcc
https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/codes-and-laws/2015-minnesota-state-building-codes
https://www.dli.mn.gov/business/codes-and-laws/2015-minnesota-state-building-codes
https://www.mid.ms.gov/ubc/ubc.aspx
https://oa.mo.gov/facilities
https://oa.mo.gov/facilities
http://bsd.dli.mt.gov/building-codes-permits
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/
http://publicworks.nv.gov/
http://publicworks.nv.gov/
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Jurisdiction Adoption 

Level 

Local 
Modifications 

Permitted 

Legislated Cycle 

NEW HAMPSHIRE   None 
All buildings [New Hampshire State Building Code 
Review Board] State No  

NEW JERSEY   None 
All buildings [Department of Community Affairs, 
Division of Codes and Standard] Local jurisdictions 
may only modify the property maintenance code. 

 
State See 

Description 

 

NEW MEXICO   None 
All buildings [New Mexico Construction Industries 
Division] State Yes  

NEW YORK   None 
All buildings [State Fire Prevention and Building Code 
Council] New York city allowed to adopt its own code, 
other jurisdictions may amend. 

 
State See 

Description 

 

NORTH CAROLINA   6 years 
All buildings [North Carolina Building Code Council] State   

NORTH DAKOTA    
All buildings [North Dakota Division of Community 
Services, Governmental and Technical Assistance 
Department] 

 
State 

 
Yes 

 

OHIO   None 
All buildings [Board of Building Standards] State No  

OKLAHOMA   None 
All buildings [Oklahoma Uniform Building Code 
Commission] Local jurisdictions must adopt state 
code with or without local modifications 
approved by the state if they adopt a code. 

State Yes  

OREGON   See Description 
All buildings [Oregon Building Codes Division] The 
agency determines when to update. State No  

PENNSYLVANIA   4.5 years 
All buildings [Department of Labor and Industry 
Review and Advisory Council] State Yes  

RHODE ISLAND   None 
All buildings [Building Code Standards Committee] State No  

SOUTH CAROLINA   None 
All buildings [South Carolina Building Code Council] State Yes  

SOUTH DAKOTA   None 
State owned or funded projects and in all jurisdictions 
that do not have an adopted code. Code does not 
include one- and two-family dwellings. [South Dakota 
State Legislature] 

 
See 

Description 

 

Yes 

 

 

https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/nhstatebldgcode.html
https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/nhstatebldgcode.html
https://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/codes/codreg/
https://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/codes/
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/construction/
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/construction/
https://dos.ny.gov/uniform-commercial-code
https://www.dos.ny.gov/dcea/code_council.html
https://www.ncosfm.gov/codes/building-code-council-bcc
https://www.communityservices.nd.gov/buildingcode/
https://www.communityservices.nd.gov/buildingcode/
https://www.communityservices.nd.gov/buildingcode/
https://www.com.ohio.gov/dico/bbs/
https://www.ok.gov/oubcc/
https://www.ok.gov/oubcc/
https://www.oregon.gov/bcd/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.dli.pa.gov/ucc/Pages/UCC-Review-and-Advisory-Council.aspx
http://www.dli.pa.gov/ucc/Pages/UCC-Review-and-Advisory-Council.aspx
http://www.ribcc.ri.gov/committee/
https://llr.sc.gov/bcc/
http://sdlegislature.gov/
http://sdlegislature.gov/
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Jurisdiction Adoption 

Level 

Local 
Modifications 

Permitted 

Legislated Cycle 

TENNESSEE   7 years 
All buildings [State Fire Marshal’s Office] State Yes  

TEXAS   None 
All buildings in jurisdictions opting to adopt a building 
code. Code does not apply in unincorporated areas 
[State Law Library] [State Energy Conservation Office 
for the IECC based energy code] 

 

State 

 

Yes 

 

UTAH   See Description 
All buildings [Uniform Building Code Commission 
recommends to State Legislature - Senate Business 
and Labor Committee] Residential code updates no 
more frequent than 6 years. 

 

State 

 

No 

 

VERMONT   None 
All commercial buildings. Residential code is locally 
adopted and may be more or less restrictive than the 
IRC. [Vermont State Fire Marshal’s Office] 

 
State See 

Description 

 

VIRGINIA   3 years 
All buildings [Virginia Department of Housing and 
Community Development] State No  

WASHINGTON   3 years 
All buildings [Washington State Building Code Council] State No  

WEST VIRGINIA   None 
All buildings [West Virginia State Fire Commission 
recommends to Legislative Rule-Making Review 
Committee which proposes a bill] Counties must 
adopt state code if adopting a code. Local code 
adoption is not mandatory. 
 

 
State 

 
Yes 

 

WISCONSIN   None 
All buildings [Wisconsin Department of Safety and 
Professional Services] State   

WYOMING   None 
Electrical and fire safety for all buildings except 
residential. Residential and energy codes are adopted 
locally [Wyoming State Fire Marshal] Qualified 
jurisdictions adopt locally. 

 

State 
 

See 
Description 

 

 
Basis: Most state and local jurisdictions select a model building code that serves as the basis for the building code 
that is adopted and enforced. The AHJ simply typically modifies the model code selected. Some modifications 
are enacted to align the administrative requirements of the model code with the rules and regulations of the AHJ. 
Other modifications may be technical to the building code enforced reflects local conditions including but not 
limited to climate, demographics, disaster recovery capabilities, economy, emergency response capabilities, 
geography, geology, politics, and population density.  The two primary advantages of basing state and local 
building codes on model codes are: 
 

https://www.tn.gov/commerce/fire-prevention.html
https://www.sll.texas.gov/law-legislation/building-codes/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/seco/code/
https://utah.gov/pmn/sitemap/publicbody/844.html
https://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Commit.asp?Year=2018&amp;Com=SSTBUS
https://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Commit.asp?Year=2018&amp;Com=SSTBUS
http://firesafety.vermont.gov/buildingcode
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/
https://fortress.wa.gov/ga/apps/sbcc/
https://firemarshal.wv.gov/firecommission/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/committee.cfm?abb=RMR
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/committee.cfm?abb=RMR
https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/Home.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/pages/Home.aspx
http://wsfm.wyo.gov/
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1) Reduction in administrative costs related to the development, adoption, and maintenance of a building code. 
2) Minimization of design and construction errors combined with positive cost impacts due to uniformity of 

most requirements from one jurisdiction to the next. 
 

An example of an additional benefit is access to education and training programs based on the model code 
requirements and the requirements of referenced standards. 
The basis for statewide codes is shown in Table 3. This information is provided as general guidance. Check with 
the AHJ to assure that the information is both current and accurate 
 

Table 3 - Basis for Codes in States – Shown as Editions of ICC Codes 
Only Codes Most Relevant to ACI Committee Activities as Shown 

State IBC IEBC IECC-C IgCC IPSDC IPMC IRC ISPSC IWUIC IZC ICCPC 
Alabama 21 21 15  X X 15 X X X X 
Alaska 21 21 

 
X    X     

Arizona X X X X X X X X X X X 
Arkansas 21 X 09   X X     
California 21 21    X 21 X X   
Colorado X X X X X X X X X X X 

 Connecticut 21 21 21   X 21 21    
Delaware X X 12  X X X     
D.C. 15 15 15 12  15 15 15    
Florida 21 21 21 X X X 21     
Georgia 18 18 15 08  18 18 18 X   
Hawaii 21 18 21    21     
Idaho 18 18 18 X   18 15 X   
Illinois X X 21 X X X X X X X X 
Indiana 12  90.1-07    18     
Iowa 15 15 12  X X 15 X  X  
Kansas X X X  X X X     
Kentucky 15 15 12   X 15     
Louisiana 21 21 21   X 21 X    
Maine 15 15 15(21)   X 15     
Maryland 21 21 21 X X X 21 21    
Massachusetts 21 21 21    21 21    
Michigan 21 21 21  X X 21 21    
Minnesota 18 18 X X  X 18  X   
Mississippi 18 18 18  X X 18 X    
Missouri X X X X X X X X X X X 
Montana 21 21 21 21   21 21 21   
Nebraska 18 18 18   X 18  X X  
Nevada X X 21  X X X X X   
New Hampshire 21 21 18 X  X 21 21    
New Jersey 21  90.1-

 

  X 21 21    
New Mexico 21 21 21   X 15  X   
New York 18 18 18    18  18   
North Carolina  15 15 15 15   15     
North Dakota 21 X 21   X X     
Ohio 21 21 

 
12   X 18     
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State IBC IEBC IECC-C IgCC IPSDC IPMC IRC ISPSC IWUIC IZC ICCPC 
Oklahoma 18 18 06   X 18  X  X 
Oregon 21 21 90.1-

 
   21  X   

Pennsylvania 21 21 21    21  21  21 
Rhode Island 18  18 12  18 18 18    
South Carolina 21 X 09   X 21     
South Dakota 21 X 09   21 X  X   
Tennessee 21 21 21 X  21 21 X X   
Texas 15 X 15 X X X 18 18 X X X 
Utah 21 21 21    21     18 X   
Vermont 15 15 18     18    
Virginia 21 21 21   21 21 21    
Washington 21 21 21    21 21 21   
West Virginia 18 18 15   18 18 18    
Wisconsin 15 15 15         
Wyoming 21 21 X   X X X X X  
 

IBC = International Building Code 
IEBC = International Existing Building Code  
IECC = International Energy Conservation Code  
IGCC = International Green Construction Code 
IPSDC = International Private Sewage Disposal Code 
IPMC = International Property Maintenance Code 

IRC = International Residential Code 
ISPSC = International Swimming Pool and Spa Code 
IWUIC = International Wildland Urban Interface Code 
IZC = International Zoning Code 
ICCPC = ICC Performance Code 

 

X = One or more state or local agencies/jurisdictions have adopted an edition of the specific code. However, the 
particular code is not used as a standard for buildings. 

 

Source: International Code Council Website International Codes-Adoption by State (January 2024), 
ICC state code pages, visited 5/08/2025,  and known state updates.  
 

References: These ACI documents are currently referenced in the model codes and thus referenced in state and 
local codes where the International Building Code, International Residential Code and International Existing 
Building Code serve as the basis for the building codes of AHJ: 

ACI 117 Specifications for Tolerances for Concrete Construction Materials referenced in the International 
Building Code (IBC) 

ACI 216.1 Code Requirements for Determining Fire Resistance of Concrete and Masonry Construction 
Assemblies is referenced in the IBC. 

ACI 318 Building Code Requirements for Structural Concrete is referenced in the IBC and the International 
Residential Code (IRC). 
ACI 440.11 Building Code Requirements for Structural Concrete Reinforced with Glass Fiber-Reinforced 
Polymer (GFRP) Bars is referenced in the IBC. 
ACI 550.5 Code Requirements for the Design of Precast Concrete Diaphragm for Earthquake Motions 
referenced in the IBC 
ACI 332 Residential Code Requirements for Structural Concrete is referenced in the IRC. 
ACI 562 Code Requirements for Assessment, Repair, and Rehabilitation of Existing Concrete Structures is 
referenced in the International Existing Building Code (IEBC).  
ITG-7 Specification for Tolerances for Precast Concrete referenced in the IBC. 

 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/Master-I-Code-Adoption-Chart-1.pdf
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 318-19   318-11 or earlier 
 

    

 318-14   No statewide code or information 
 

ACI 318 Editions Referenced, Based on ICC Website/State Websites 
(Last checked May 2025) 

 

The edition of the ACI documents referenced in the various editions of the I-codes is shown in Table 4. The basis 
for building codes adopted at the state level are shown in Table 3. This provides an indication of the version of 
the ACI document required to be met when satisfying the requirements of the jurisdiction. Most code officials 
will generally accept compliance with a more current edition of an ACI document as compliant with the intent of 
the building code. However, many code officials will request a letter or evaluation demonstrating that compliance 
with a more current edition of an ACI document is consistent with the requirements of the building code which 
only includes the edition referenced. 

For those involved in the design, construction and evaluation of structural concrete, it is in their best interest to 
assure that the most current edition of ACI documents are accepted when complying with the building code. This 
is tied to tort laws regarding standards of reasonable care. Two options are available for practitioners to assure 
that they are adequately protected when current editions of ACI documents differ from those cited in the building 
code: 

1) While many jurisdictions adopt codes on three or six-year cycles, often the jurisdictions have provisions that 
allow for modifications to be considered annually or bi-annually. A modification that specifically permits 
acceptance of the most current edition of ACI documents is an option that could be pursued within the local 

Alaska – 318-19 

Hawaii – 318-14 
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jurisdiction. This approach would typically require citing the specific year of the current version of the ACI 
document referenced. Thus, there would be maintenance required whenever the current edition of ACI 
documents is not the same as that referenced in the building code. 

2) Alternatively, legislation could be proposed that specifically allows the use of the most current edition of ACI 
documents as being compliant with the building code. Language might be: “Compliance with the current 
edition of ACI documents cited in the building code shall be permitted and deemed to satisfy the requirements 
of the building code of the [state or commonwealth] of  .  Current edition shall mean published editions 
subsequent to the edition referenced in the code.” 

This is not only important because of issues related to standards of reasonable care, but also to help assure that 
the level of life, health, safety, and welfare of the public provided is appropriate. 

Table 4 – Editions of ACI Documents Referenced in the IBC, IEBC and IRC 
ACI 

Document 
 Edition of the I-codes 

2003 2006 2009 2012 2015 2018 2021 2024 2027a 
117 -- -- -- -- -- -- 10 10 26 
216.1 97 97 07 07 14 14 14 14 26 
318 02 05 08 11 14 14 19 19 25 
332 NAb NAb 08 10 14 14 20 20 26 
440.11 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 22 22 
550.5 -- -- -- -- -- -- 18 18  
562 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 21 25 
ITG-7 -- -- -- -- -- -- 10 10 -- 

a. Proposed updates for the 2027 I-codes 
b. ACI 332 was not available prior to the 2008 edition 
 
Regulations: State, county and municipal codes are developed and maintained through legislation at the 
respective levels. The building code is only a portion of the state, county or municipal code, as shown in Table 5. 
The legislation may identify specific model codes with or without modifications to be implemented within the 
AHJ.  The most common approach is where legislation identifies an agency and/or a process for implementing a 
building code. Recently, due to political pressure from builders and developers, state and some jurisdictions have 
enacted or are considering legislation that sets the time frame for code adoptions, extending the time to 6 years 
or more. 

Building codes is only a small part of the code of regulations being developed and enforced by AHJs. Examples 
are provided in Table 5 with the title or chapter of the code of regulations where the building code is addressed 
highlighted in blue: 

Title 41 of the Code of Alabama establishes the formation of the Alabama Building Commission. Title 24 of 
the California Code of Regulations includes the building code. 

Title 36 of the Code of Virginia establishes the Department of Housing and Community Development and 
Board of Housing and Community Development. Chapter 6 of Title 36 is the Uniform Statewide Building 
Code. 

States tend to follow one of two types of rules regarding empowerment of local jurisdictions: Home Rule or 
Dillon’s Rule. Ten states are exclusively Home Rule: AK, IA, MA, MT, NJ, NV, OH, OR, UT and WV. In these 
states the state code of regulations may be pre-empted by the local AHJ. Nine states are exclusively Dillon Rule 
states: AL, DE, MS, NE, NH, OK, VA, VT, and WY. In these states the local AHJ is restricted from modifying 
the state code of regulations. Two states follow neither Dillon’s Rule nor Home Rule: NM and SC. The remaining 
states have a combination of Dillon’s Rule and Home Rule. Combinations occur when states require local AHJs 
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to adhere to state restrictions on portions of the state code of regulations, which may or may not include the 
building code. Although Colorado has adopted Dillon’s Rule, local AHJs are empowered to develop and enforce 
building codes as applicable to all buildings except state owned or funded projects, see Table 2. 

The further decisionmakers are from implementation of building codes, the less likely there is an appropriate 
understanding for the need to comply with current codes and standards. Legislative decisions tend to be based 
more on political advocacy rather than on technical merit. This is inherent in the process and a reflection of the 
scope of regulations being addressed as demonstrated by the listed elements in the code of regulations titles and 
chapters provided in Table 5. 

Review of the titles and chapters code of regulations provided Table 5 indicates where expertise of ACI 
committees could be beneficial to AHJs in areas other than the building code. Areas where there is a high 
probability that there would be a benefit from ACI committee expertise are highlighted in green. 

However, because references would be part of the code of regulations, information developed by ACI committees 
applicable to these chapters would need to be written in mandatory language. 
 
Engagement: The sheer number of AHJs involved in the development and adoption of building codes requires a 
grassroots effort to establish ACI as a technical resource to all entities engaged in the processes, form legislators 
and council members to department staff and individuals serving on building commissions and councils. As ACI 
becomes recognized as a resource, proposals, testimony, public comments and related activities to help assure 
that the benefits of ACI committee work is appropriately made available and mandated for the benefit of the 
general public. 

There are multiple opportunities for ACI members to assist AHJs in their respective building code development 
and adoption processes. ACI member volunteers can: support adoption by reference of ACI requirements in the 
state or local building code regardless of whether adopted in the model codes; identify new work items for ACI 
committees to address based on needs or voids in building codes or the overall code of regulations; encourage the 
reference to current ACI standards regardless of the editions referenced in the model codes that serve as the basis 
for the building code. ACI provides a member only States Initiatives Collaboration Group which serves as a 
conduit for expressing interest, communicating actions, and reporting potential opportunities. 
 

https://www.concrete.org/getinvolved/committees/directoryofcommittees/acommitteehome.aspx?committee_code=C00SIC00
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Table 5 Examples of Titles or Chapters of State and Municipal Codes of Regulations 
 

No.1 Code of Alabama  No.1 California Code of Regulations 
1 General Provisions 1 General Provisions 
2 Agriculture 2 Administration 
3 Animals 3 Food and Agriculture 
4 Aviation 4 Business Regulations 
5 Banks and Financial Institutions 5 Education 
6 Civil Practice 6 Not assigned 
7 Commercial Code 7 Harbors and Navigation 
8 Commercial Law and Consumer Protection 8 Industrial Relations 
9 Conservation and Natural Resources 9 Rehabilitative and Developmental Services 

10 Corporations, Partnerships, and Associations 10 Investment 
10A Alabama Business and Nonprofit Entities Code (10A) 11 Law 
11 Counties and Municipal Corporations 12 Military and Veterans Affairs 
12 Courts 13 Motor Vehicles 

13A Criminal Code 14 Natural Resources 
14 Criminal Correctional and Detention Facilities 15 Crime Prevention and Corrections 
15 Criminal Procedure 16 Professional and Vocational Regulations 
16 Education 17 Public Health 
17 Elections 18 Public Revenues 
18 Eminent Domain 19 Public Safety 
19 Fiduciaries and Trusts 20 Public Utilities and Energy 
20 Food Drugs and Cosmetics 21 Public Works 
21 Handicapped Persons 22 Social Security 
22 Health, Mental Health and Environmental Control 23 Waters 
23 Highways, Roads, Bridges and Ferries 24 Building Standards Code 
24 Housing 25 Housing and Community Development 
25 Industrial Relations and Labor 26 Toxics 
26 Infants and Incompetents 27 Environmental Protection 
27 Insurance 28 Managed Health Care 
28 Intoxicating Liquor, Malt Beverages, and Wine  
29 Legislature 
30 Martial and Domestic Relations 
31 Military Affairs and Civil Defense 
32 Motor Vehicles 
33 Navigation and Water Courses 
34 Professions and Business 
35 Property 
36 Public Officers and Employees 
37 Public Utilities and Public Transportation 
38 Public Welfare 
39 Public Works 
31 Revenue and Taxation 
40 State Government 
41 United States 
42 Will and Decedents’ Estates 
43 Youth Services 
44 Local Laws 
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Table 5 Examples of Titles or Chapters of State and Municipal Codes of Regulations, continued 

No.1 Code of Virginia  No.1 Municipal Code of the City and County of Denver, 
Colorado 

1 General Provisions 1 General Provisions 
2.2 Administration and Government 2 Administration 
3.2 Agriculture, Animal Care, and Food 3 Advertising 
4.1 Alcoholic Beverage Control Act 4 Air Pollution Control 
5.1 Aviation 5 Airport and Aircraft 
6.2 Financial Institutions and Services 6 Alcohol Beverages and Retail Marijuana 

8.01 Civil Remedies and Procedure 7 Amusements 
8.1A Uniform Commercial Code - General Provisions 8 Animals 
8.2 Commercial Code – Sales 9 Auctions and Auctioneers 

8.2A Commercial Code – Leases 10 Buildings and Building Regulations 
8.3A Commercial Code – Negotiable Instruments 10.5 Cable and Other Electronic Communications (10.5) 
8.4 Commercial Code – Bank Deposits and Collections 11 Child Care Establishments 

8.4A Commercial Code - Funds Transfers 12 Community Planning and Development 
8.5A Uniform Commercial Code - Letters of Credit 13 Council-Legislation 
8.7 Commercial Code - Warehouse Receipts, Bills of Lading 

and Other Documents of Title 14 Court 
8.8A Commercial Code - Investment Securities 15 Elections 
8.9A Commercial Code - Secured Transactions 16 Emergency Preparedness 
8.10 Commercial Code - Effective Date - Transitional 

Provisions (8.10) 17 Emergency Vehicles 

8.11 1973 Amendatory Act - Effective Date and Transition 
Provisions 18 Employee and Officer Pay and Benefits 

9.1 Commonwealth Public Safety 19 Excavations 
10.1 Conservation 20 Finance 
11 Contracts 21 Financial Services 

12.1 State Corporation Commission 22 Fire Prevention and Protection 
13.1 Corporations 23 Food and Food Handlers 
15.2 Counties, Cities and Towns 24 Health and Sanitation 

 
16.1 

 
Courts Not of Record 

 
26 

Boarding Homes, Personal Care Board Homes, and 
Nongovernmental Residential Facilities for the 

Treatment or Supervision of Offenders 
17.1 Courts of Record 27 Housing 
18.2 Crimes and Offenses Generally 28 Human Rights 
19.2 Criminal Procedure 29 Human Services 
20 Domestic Relations 30 Landmark Preservation 
21 Drainage, Soil Conservation, Sanitation and Public 

Facilities Districts 31 Laundering 
22.1 Education 32 Licenses 
23.1 Institutions of Higher Education; Other Educational and 

Cultural Institutions 33 Lodging 
24.2 Elections 33.5 Massage (33.5) 
25.1 Eminent Domain 34 Minors 
27 Fire Protection 35 Mobile homes and Trailers 

28.2 Fisheries and Habitat of the Tidal Waters 36 Noise Control 
29.1 Game, Inland Fisheries and Boating (29.1) 37 Nuisances 
30 General Assembly 38 Offenses, Miscellaneous Provisions 

32.1 Health (32.1) 39 Parks and Recreation 
33.2 Highways and Other Surface Transportation Systems 

(33.2) 40 Pest Control 
34 Homestead and Other Exemptions 42 Police 

35.1 Hotels, Restaurants, Summer Camps, and Campgrounds 43 Railroads 



 

 

 
Table 5 Examples of Titles or Chapters of State and Municipal Codes of Regulations, continued 

No.1 Code of Virginia, continued  No.1 Municipal Code of the City and County of Denver, 
Colorado, conitnued 

36 Housing  44 Sales 
37.2 Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 45 Secondhand Goods 
38.2 Insurance 46 Signs 
40.1 Labor and Employment 47 Solicitors, Peddlers and Canvassers 
41.1 Land Office 48 Solid Waste 
42.1 Libraries 49 Streets, sidewalks and Other Public Ways 
43 Mechanics’ and Certain Other Liens 50 Subdivision of Land 
44 Military and Emergency Laws 51 Swimming Pools 

45.1 Mines and Mining 53 Taxation and Miscellaneous Revenue 
46.2 Motor Vehicles 54 Traffic Regulations 
47.1 Notaries and Out-of-State Commissioners 55 Transportation and Motor Vehicle Sales and Service 
48 Nuisances 56 Utilities 
49 Oaths, Affirmations and Bonds 57 Vegetation 
50 Partnerships 59 Zoning 

51.1 Pensions, Benefits, and Retirement  
51.5 Persons with Disabilities 
52 Police (State) 

53.1 Prisons and Other Methods of Correction 
54.1 Professions and Occupations 
55 Property and Conveyances 
56 Public Service Companies 
57 Religious and Charitable Matters; Cemeteries 

58.1 Taxation 
59.1 Trade and Commerce 
60.2 Unemployment Compensation 
61.1 Warehouses, Cold Storage and Refrigerated Locker 

Plants 
62.1 Waters of the State, Ports and Harbors 
63.2 Welfare (Social Services) 
64.2 Wills, Trusts, and Fiduciaries 
65.2 Workers' Compensation 
66 Juvenile Justice 
67 Virginia Energy Plan 
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