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PART 1—GENERAL
1.1—Scope
1.1.1 This Specification covers...

1.1.2 This Specification is incorporated by Contract Documents and provides requirements for the Contractor.

1.1.3 This Specification governs for construction within its scope, except project-specific Contract Documents govern if there is a conflict.

1.1.4 This Specification governs if there is a conflict with referenced material and testing standards.

1.1.5 Contractor is permitted to submit written alternatives to any provision in this Specification for consideration.

1.1.6 Do not use this Specification in conjunction with ACI 301 or ACI 350.5 unless Contract Documents state that this specification governs for Work covered by 1.1.1. [This is to be used in a single-item specification with a scope that overlaps with ACI 301 or ACI 350.5.]
1.1.7 Ignore provisions of this Specification that are not applicable to the Work.

1.1.8 Values in this Specification are stated in inch-pound units. A companion Specification in SI units is also available.

1.1.9 The Notes to Specifier are not part of this Specification.

1.2—Interpretation
[The interpretation provides the rules for interpretation of the specification and explains key phrases and words. All specifications shall have an interpretation section that follows the scope. ACI construction specifications shall include the following provisions that are applicable to the Specification..]
1.2.1 Unless otherwise explicitly stated, this Specification shall be interpreted using the following principles.
1.2.1.1 Interpret this Specification consistent with the plain meaning of the words and terms used.
1.2.1.2 Definitions provided in this Specification govern over the definitions of the same or similar words or terms found elsewhere.
1.2.1.3 Whenever possible, interpret this Specification so that its provisions are in harmony and do not conflict.
1.2.1.4 Headings are part of this Specification and are intended to identify the scope of the provisions or sections that follow. If there is a difference in meaning or implication between the text of a provision and a heading, the meaning of the text governs.
1.2.1.5 Footnotes are part of this Specification. The meaning of the provision text governs in the event of a difference in meaning or implication between the provision text and a footnote to that provision.
1.2.1.6 Where a provision of this Specification involves two or more items, conditions, requirements, or events connected by the conjunctions “and” or “or,” interpret the conjunction as follows:
“and” indicate that all of the connected items, conditions, requirements, or events apply
“or” indicates that the connected items, conditions, requirements, or events apply singularly
1.2.1.7 The use of the verbs “may” or “will” indicates that the Specification provision is for information to the Contractor.
1.2.1.8 The phrase “as indicated in Contract Documents” means the specifier included the provision requirements in Contract Documents.
1.2.1.9 The phrase “unless otherwise specified” means the specifier may have included an alternative to the default requirement in Contract Documents.
1.2.1.10 The phrase “if specified” mean the specifier may have included a requirement in Contract Documents for which there is no default requirement in this Specification.

1.2.1.11 If an ACI specification refers to combined ASTM standards, include the following provision in the interpretation article: “Unless otherwise stated, the inch-pound system [or metric, whichever is applicable] of units is applicable to combined standards referenced in this Specification.” 
1.3—Definitions

The following definitions govern in this Specification. [Delete terms not used in the Specification. Add other terms needed. Follow Chapter 10 of the Technical Committee Manual for guidance on writing definitions.]
accepted—determined by Architect/Engineer to be in compliance with Contract Documents.

Architect/Engineer—the architect, engineer, architectural firm, or engineering firm developing Contract Documents, or administering the Work under Contract Documents, or both.

Construction Documents—written and graphic documents and specifications prepared or assembled for describing the location, design, materials, and physical characteristics of the elements of a project necessary for obtaining a building permit and construction of the project.

Contract Documents—set of documents that form the basis of a contractual relationship between and Owner and Contractor or design-builder; these documents are defined by the contractual agreement, and can contain contract forms, contract conditions, specifications, drawings, addenda, and contract changes.

Contractor—the person, firm, or entity under contract for construction of the Work.

drawings—graphic presentations that detail requirements for Work and may include written notes.

inspection agency—the person, firm, or entity under contract for providing inspection services.

Owner—the corporation, association, partnership, individual, public body, or authority for whom the Work is constructed.

specialty engineer—an individual representing Contractor who is licensed to practice engineering as defined by the statutory requirements of the professional licensing laws of the state or jurisdiction in which the project is to be constructed.

Specification—the written document that details requirements for Work.

submit—provide to Architect/Engineer for review.

submittal—document or material provided to Architect/Engineer for review and acceptance.

testing agency—the person, firm, or entity under contract for providing testing services.

Work—the entire construction or separately identifiable parts required to be furnished under Contract Documents.

1.4 Referenced standards
Standards cited in this Specification are listed by name of standards-producing organization, designation, year of adoption, and title.
1.4.1 American Concrete Institute
[Example: ACI 117-10—Specification for Tolerances for Concrete Construction and Materials and Commentary]
1.4.2 ASTM International
[Example: ASTM   C39/C39M-18—Standard   Test   Method for Compressive Strength of Cylindrical Concrete Specimens]
1.5—Submittals

PART 2—PRODUCTS
2.1— Materials

2.2— ...


PART 3—EXECUTION

3.1— Preparation

3.2— ...

NOTES TO SPECIFIER 
General notes 

G1. ACI Specification XXX is to be used by reference in the Project Specification. Do not copy individual sections, parts, articles, or paragraphs into the Project Specification because taking them out of context may change their meaning. 

G2. If sections or parts of ACI Specification XXX are copied into the Project Specification or any other document, do not refer to them as an ACI specification. 

G3. A statement such as the following will serve to make ACI Specification XXX a part of the Project Specification: 

“Work on (Project Title) shall conform to all requirements of ACI (Specification number with date suffix and title) published by the American Concrete Institute, Farmington Hills, Michigan, except as modified by these Contract Documents.” 

G4. Each technical section of ACI Specification XXX is written in the three-part section format of the Construction Specifications Institute, as adapted for ACI requirements. The language is imperative and terse. 

G5. If ACI Specification XXX is referenced in Contract Documents along with another ACI specification that contains overlapping provisions, identify which requirements are in conflict and state in Contract Documents which requirements govern. 

Foreword to checklists 
F1. This foreword is included for explanatory purposes only; it is not a part of ACI Specification XXX. 

F2. ACI Specification XXX may be referenced by the specifier in the Project Specification for any building project, together with supplementary requirements for the specific project. Responsibilities for project participants must be defined in the Project Specification. ACI Specification XXX cannot and does not address responsibilities for any project participant other than Contractor. 

F3. Checklists do not form a part of ACI Specification XXX. Checklists assist the specifier in selecting and specifying project requirements in the Project Specification. 

F4. The Mandatory Requirements Checklist indicates work requirements regarding specific qualities, procedures, materials, and performance criteria that are not defined in ACI Specification XXX. The specifier must include these requirements in the technical specifications of the Contract Documents.. 

F5. The Optional Requirements Checklist identifies specifier alternatives or additions. The checklist identifies the sections, parts, and articles of ACI Specification XXX and the action required or available to the specifier. The specifier should review each of the items in the checklist and make adjustments to the needs of a particular project by including those selected alternatives or additions as mandatory requirements in the technical specifications of the Contract Documents. 

F6. Cited references—Documents and publications that are referenced in the checklists of ACI Specification XXX are listed below. These references provide guidance to the specifier and are not considered to be part of ACI Specification XXX. 

[Provide a list of the applicable references using the format in 8.3 Technical Committee Manual. List references by organizations first followed by authored references. Examples are shown below]
American Concrete Institute
ACI 201.2R-08—Guide to Durable Concrete

ASTM International
ASTM A615/A615M-18—Standard Specification for Deformed and Plain Carbon-Steel Bars for Concrete Reinforcement

Authored references
Kosmatka, S. H., and Wilson, M. L., 2011, Design and Control of Concrete Mixtures, 15th edition, EB001, Portland Cement Association, Skokie, IL, 460 pp.

[The following examples illustrate the format and content of checklist entries.]
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST
	[Section]/Part/Article
	Notes to Specifier

	4.2.2.8 Specified

strength
	Indicate the specified compressive strength of concrete, fc′, for various portions of the Work. Sample language for Contract Documents:

“The specified compressive strength of concrete, fc′, for all concrete in the Work is 4000 psi.”


OPTIONAL REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST
	[Section]/Part/Article
	Notes to Specifier

	5.3.2.6 Joint preparation
	If bond is required at construction joints, specify acceptable joint preparation. The following joint preparations are acceptable:

(1) Adhesive applied in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations

(2) Surface retarder in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations

(3) Roughened surface that exposes the aggregate uniformly and does not leave laitance, loosened particles of aggregate, or damaged concrete at the surface

(4) Portland-cement grout of the same proportions as the mortar in the concrete in an acceptable manner.

Sample language for Contract Documents:

“At construction joints, roughen the surface that exposes the aggregate uniformly and does not leave laitance, loosened particles of aggregate, or damaged concrete at the surface.” Alternatively, the specifier may

allow Contractor to choose any of the four options.
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